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Libya recalls ambassador in Tunis 
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^^SlUNIS (R).— Libya’s ambassador to Tunisia Jomaa Fezzani has 
\j«OTncd:homc following a decision by Tunisia to recall its amb- 


^renTOo wmc iouowiog a aectsion by Tunisia to recall its amb- 
. assador to Tripoli, informed Tunisian sources said Saturday. They 
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recalled the Tunisian ambassador on May 1 6 to protest against an 

J alleged anti-Tunisian campaign in the official Libyan media and 
the kidnapping by Libya of three Tunisian national guards. The 
-s. press campaign followed Libyan accusations that Tunisia had 
^ allowed anti-government rebels involved in a gun battle in Tripoli 
*js qn May 8 to slip into Libya through Tunisia. Tunisia has denied 
w - any involvement and asked for the release of the three guards. 
Libyan Minister Abdul Salara Tnreiki promised to have the three 
„ men released but they are still being held, informed Tunisian 

tj-! j. sources said. 
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Revitalised Afro-Asian body meets 
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ALGIERS (AI*) — About 100 delegations representing 86 pol- 
itical parties or movements in the Third World open the sixth 
Congress of the Afro-Asian peoples' Solidarity Organisation 
(AAPSO) Sunday in the Algerian capital, the first such meeting in 
12 years. Algeria took the initiative in trying to resurrect the 
Moribund organisation, founded in 1957 in Cairo after the his- 
toric meeting of Third World leaders in Bandung, Indonesia in 
1955 at the beginning of ihe decolonisation period. The AAPSO 
was set up as a liaison body between the peoples of Africa and 
Asia with the goal of promoting economic, cultural and social 
development.. The organisation had not held a Congress since 
1972, but the Algerians are hoping to give it a new impetus here. 
A preparatoiy session was held in February during which an 
agenda was set for the elaboration of a“political platform" and a 
"strategic programme of action" for a re-invigorated AAPSO. 
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injpred in 
irael bombing 


. =L AVIV (AP) — A bomb exp- 
ded on an Israeli bus Saturday 
ponding -two people,- Israel 

adkt reported. The bomb had 
■patently been planted on the 
is after a group of tourists arr- 
>d to roar tbearea of Masada, 
e southeast of Jerusalem. The 
u wounded men were bus dri- 
rs who returned to the bus sev- 
al hours after the tourists had 
u off. The bomb exploded when 
ey opened the door. They were 
tshed to a hospital in Jerusalem 
/ helicopter, the radio said. The 
idio said police were inv- 
jiga ring the bombing. 


PLO leader unveils Gulf peace initiative in Jeddah 

Arafat arrives, begins 


official talks with King 


By Tamk K. Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


killed in Israeli 
aid near Tyre 


AMMAN — Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat arrived Saturday and was having int- 
ensive discussions with His Majesty, King 
Hussein on joint Jordanian-Pialestmian eff- 
orts to solve the Middle East problem. 


[DON, South Lebanon. ( AP) — 
radi occupation forces raided a 
Hite in Hannouweh. six kil- 
netres southeast of the port city 
: ' Tyre, shortly after midnight 
rid ay, villagers said. Two men 
■ere injured during the raid and 
ie of them was taken away by the 
raeUs. the villagers said. Timor 
■okseL a spokesman for the Uni- 
id Naiions Interim Force in Leb-. 
non, which has troops in the area, 
rid that Fijian brigade responded 
i gunfire in Hannouweh and 
tund a seriously injured man, 
bo was taken to a hospital in 
yre where he died of a gunshot 
ound. The man’s mother was 
cated for shock, Mr. Goksel 
id. 


Jerri expects 
arhament approval 
»r new cabinet 


ilRUT (AP) — ShPite Muslim 
ider Nabih Bern told a news 
nference Saturday that he exp- 
ts the nation's new government 
win a vote of confidence from 
iriiaraent, possibly as early as 
. lis week. “They have a habit of 
Haying ■yes’." he said when asked 
. x>ut the impending vote. He said 
vc vote “possibly" could come 
hursdav. Prime Minister Rashid 
arami selected nine Muslims and 
hristians last April 30 to join him 
a new "national unity" cabinet, 
he ministers since have met sev- 
;al times under President Amin 
emayel to develop their policy 
iper. Under the Lebanese con- 
imtion the policy statement must 
in parliamentary approval bef- 
e the government is formally in 
ax. 


The meeting, which included a 
working dinner, was continuing 
late into the night and was art- ■ 
ended by Prime Minister Ahmad 
'Obeidat, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Interior Minister Suleiman 
Arar, Royal Court Chief Marwan 
A1 Qasem, Court Minister Ad nan 
Abu Odeh and Minister of Occ- 
upied Territories Affairs Shawkat 
Mahmoud. 

The Palestinian team to the 
talks was headed by Mr. Arafat, 
.chairman of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organise tion(PLO). Dep- 
uty commander of PLO forces 
Khalil AJ Wazir, PLO Executive 
Committee member Abdul 
Rahim Ahmad and PLO Exe- 
cutive Committee representative 
in Amman Brigadier Abdul 
Razak AI Yahya. 

Speaking to reporters upon his 
arrival at Marita airport, Mr. Ara- 
fat said his talks with King Hussein 
would cover joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian efforts towards con- 
vening an international con- 
ference on peace in the Middle 
East with the participation of the 
five permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council and all par- 
ties involved in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

The U.S. and Israel have rej- 
ected the idea of an international 


conference on the Middle East 
and France has shown unw- 
illingness to attend. However, the 
l and Israeli attitude and the 
French unwillingness have not 
discouraged the King and the PLO 
chairman from launching an int- 
ernational campaign aimed at sec- 
uring world support -for the pro- 
posed conference. 

Asked whether Jordan and the 
PLO plan to dispatch joint del- 
unveiled to European capitals to 
canvas support for efforts to solve 
the Palestinian problem, Mr. Ara- 
fat said Saturday: “There is a 
complete co-ordination between 
Jordan and the PLO on political 
moves.” He did not elaborate. 


PLO bid for Gulf peace 


The PLO chairman, who flew in 
from Saudi Arabia after attending 
a meeting of a seven-member Isl- 
amic committee which seeks to 
end the 44-month-old Gulf war 
between Iran and Iraq, was earlier 
reported to have submitted a new 
PLO initiative to end the Gulf 
conflict to the meeting. 

The committee, formed by the 
Jeddah-based Organisation of Isl- 
amic Conference (OIC), and 
which groups Guinea, Senegal, 
Bangladesh, Turkey, Gambia, 


Malaysia, Pakistan and the OIC 
secretary general, is expected to 
hold a meeting in Saudi Arabia in 
the first week of June, Mr. Arafat 
said. 

Reports from Jeddah said that 
the new PLO initiative was exp- 
ected to go before the peace com- 
mittee during its forthcoming 
meeting. No further details were 
available on tbe reported ini- 
tiative. 

The Associated Press, however, 
said Mr. Arafat egations tbe PLO 
proposal for peace between Iran 
and Iraq during his meeting in 
Jeddah Saturday with rep- 
resentatives of the heads of state 
of the OIC peace committee 
members. The initiative was wor- 
ked out after Mr. Arafat* s meeting 
with King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
last week, the agency said, and the 
prime objective of the PLO lea- 
der’s recent tour of the Gulf Arab 
countries was to seek support for 
the proposal. 

Addressing the Islamic com- 
mittee in Jeddah earlier Saturday. 
Mr. Arafat said the Iran- Iraq war 
“threatened the entire Muslim 
World with a catastrophe." 

Saturday's meeting was a pre- 
paratory one to pave way for 
committee's forthcoming full- 
scale meeting which will be att- 
ended by the heads of state of the 
peace committee. 


Syria and PLO have “made some 
progress." contrary to last week’s 
statements by officials of Fateh, 
the mainstream commando mov- 
ement within the PLO, that an 
Algerian effort to reconcile Fateh 
and Damascus has apparently fai- 
led and was "not significant any 
more." 


Commenting on the PLO*s rel- 
ations with Egypt, which has been 
ostracised by the Arab World 
after Cairo signed a separate 
peace treaty with Israel in 1979, in. 
the light of his visit and rec- 
onciliation meeting with President 
Hosni Mubarak last December. 
Mr. Arafat stressed that the org- 
anisation's relations with Cairo 
are based on resolutions adopted 
by the Palestine National Council 
(PNC), the Palestinian parliament 
in exile. 



Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat talks to the press In 
Amman upon arrival from Saudi Arabia Saturday 
as Foreign Minister Taber AI Masri (to Mr. Arafat’s 
left), PLO Deputy Military Commander Khalil AI 


Wazir (to Mr. Masri's left) and Minister of Occ- 
upied Territories Affairs Shawkat Mahmoud (to 
Mr. Arafat's right) look on (Petra photo) 


The PNC resolution on tbe 
PLO*s relations with Egypt states 
that the closeness of the org- 
anisation with Egypt would be 
determined on Cairo's departure 
from its American-sponsored 
Camp David accord with Israel. 


Khaddam, Fahd discuss 
ways to contain Gulf war 


PLO-Syrian relations 


The PLO leader seemed careful 
in choosing his words when asked 
the comment on the organisation's 
relations with Syria and Egypt. He ’ 
surprised reporters when he said 
“mediation efforts" between 


Mr. Arafat was referring to the 
same PNC resolution which some 
radical factions of the PLO have 
accused him of violating by his 
visit to Cairo and meeting with 
Mr. Mubarak. 

The PLO leader, in an apparent 
reference to the accusation, said 
Saturday that he was satisfied with 
Mr. Mubarak’s policies on the 
Palestinian question. 

Immediately after arriving in 
Amman, Mr. Arafat chaired^ a 
meeting of the Palestine National 
Fund (PNF) which started a 
three-day meeting on Saturday. 


Lebanon decides to close 


Cabinet forms 


Israeli ‘office’ near Beirut 


audi journalist 
lames U.S. for 
inker attacks 


.YADH (AP) — A prominent 
udi Arabian political com- 
:ntaior contended Saturday that 
was the United States that spu- 
:d Iran to attack Saudi Arabian 
d Kuwaiti oil tankers in neutral 
ulf waters. Writing in AI Okaz 
wspaper, Aziz Dia said the 
Americans agreed with the tra- 
ins on their adventure" against 
: (ankers so that the ground 
>uld be paved for U.S. military 
ervemion in the oil-rich region. 
:. Dia said the American dec- 
)o was taken when U.S. pre- 
entiaf envoy Richard Murphy 
urned “empty handed" from 
: region on a recent tour. The 
;istant U S. secretary of state for 
■ar Eastern affairs had been 
pressing U.S. readiness to def- 
d the Gulf 3gamst Iran. 


BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
government has decided to close 
down the Israeli “liaison office” 
north of Beirut, government off- 
icials said Saturday. 

They said Prime Minister Ras- 
hid Karami notified Israeli off- 
icials of the decision on Thursday 
but the sources did not say when 
the Israelis had to leave. 

Tbe bureau was set up in the 
village of Dbaiyeh, on the coast in 
mostly Christian territory north of 
Beirut, after Israel and Lebanon 
signed a troop withdrawal agr- 
eement in May last year allowing 
each other to open a liaison office. 
Lebanon scrapped the accord in 
March. 

The sources said Mr. Karami- 
told the Israelis through an 


Israeli-Lebanese Liaison com- 
mittee that used to be active in 
Dbaiyeh. Israeli officials said rec- 
ently the committee had virtually 
ceased to operate since the abr- 
ogation. 

So far the Lebanese side has not 
received a reply from the Israelis 
on tbe decision, the sources said, 
and a member of the Israeli staff at 
Dbaiyeh told Reuters he could not 
confirm or deny that tbe Israelis 
had been notified. 

Lebanese army soldiers guard 
the office, tucked away on a hil- 
lside overlooking the Med- 
iterranean. 

But the central government 
does not have full authority in the 
area, ruled by the mainly Christian 
"Lebanese Forces" miiftia, which 


favours close links with Israel and 
recently opened an office in Jer- 
usalem. 


team to study 
proposal to 
establish 


London bank 


Syrian and Lebanese Muslim 
leaders bad called for the closure 
of the Dbaiyeh office and the 
demands became more vocal ear- 
lier this month when three of its 
members were taken by Syrian 
soldiers. Israel claimed the men 
had been “sightseeing" but Syria - 
said they were spying. 

Mr. Kar ami’s national unity 
cabinet designated him and for- 
mer President Camille Chamoun 
to look into the status of tbe office. 


Mr. K arami has launched a 
campaign to try to oust the Israelis 
from all of Lebanon, which they 
invaded in 1982. 


Kara mi says U.S. willing to mediate 


‘security arrangements’ for Israel 


INSIDE 


» Gulf stales seek U.N. 
help to end Iranian att- 
acks on shipping, page 2 
• Jordan, Iraq share obj- 
ectives, says Hussein, 
page3 

Nehru’s legacy is still 
' ahve in troubled India, 
; page 4 


2,000-year-old methods 
to modernise Egyptian 
desert, page 5 
McEnroe to face qua- 
lifier in French Open 
first round, page 4 
Gold goes up in U.S. 
markets, page 7 
Politician killed in Pun- 
jab violence, page 8 


BEIRUT (AP) — Prime Minister 
Rashid Karami said in a statement 
published Saturday Lhat the Uni- 
ted States has offered to mediate 
"security arrangements" between. 
Lebanon and Israel. But he ruled 
out direct negotiations between 
his country and the Jewish state. 

Mr. Karamfs statement fol- 
lowed reports that President Ron- 
ald Reagan's administration may 
again play some role in neg- 
otiating withdrawal of Israeli occ- 
upation forces from southern 
Lebanon. 

U.S. Ambassador Reginald 
Bartholomew met Thursday with 
Mr. Karami and on Friday with 
Shf ite Muslim leader Nabih Bern, 
who serves as state minister for 
southern Lebanon in Mr. Kar- 
amfs three-week-old national 
coalition government. 

“What Ambassador Bar- 
tholomew had proposed was that 
if the two parties (Lebanon and 
Israel) agreed to ask the United 
States to mediate, then the United 
States win be ready to do that," 
Mr. Karami said in a statement 
published by Beirut newspapers 
Saturday. 

Mr. Karami said the United Sta- 
tes prefers direct Israeli-Lebanese 


negotiations, “but I told Arab- , 
assador Bartholomew this is out of 
the question." 

Mr. Bern, in turn, ruled out any 
form of direct negotiations with 
Israel and suggested that security 
arrangements to induce an Israeli 
withdrawal could be worked out 
through the United Nations. 

Mr. Bern said Saturday that “I 
didn't hear from the American 
ambassador yesterday (Friday) 
that they are ready to be the med- 
iator between the Lebanese and 
the Israelis. What I heard from 
him was something like he wants a 
direct discussion between the 
Lebanese and the Israelis." 

Mr. Berri said that he, like - Mr. 
Karami, rejected direct 
government-to-government neg- 
otiations with Israel, which has 
kept forces in the southern third of 
Lebanon since its 1982 invasion. 

. Mr. Berri called, instead, for talks 
through forums such as the United 
Nations or the so-called “arm- 
istice committee” set up in the late 
1940s with Lebanese and Israeli 
military representatives to deal 
with border issues. 

Israel has said it would not wit- 
hdraw its troops from southern 


Lebanon before “security arr- 
angement s?’ were worked out. 


Israel increased its reliance on 
local militias it had equipped in 
the south after President Amin, 
Gemayel scrapped Lebanon’s 
U.S. -brokered troop withdrawal 
pact with Israel last March. 


Mr. Karami said the Lebanese 
regular army would be in charge of 
any security arrangements worked : 
out in southern Lebanon, and not 
Israeli-backed local militias such 
as Gen. Antoine LahcTs “South 
' Lebanon army.” 

In Beirut, meanwhile, bul- 
ldozers were removing earth 
mounds and barricades set up by 
warring militias along the museum 
crossing, the only open gateway 
between mainly Christian east and 
mostly Muslim west Beirut. 

Police said the cleaning ope- 
ration was interrupted by an out- 
break of fighting by mortars, 
rocket-propelled grenades and 
machine guns in surrounding 
areas on the “green line” between 
the city’s two sectors Friday-eve- 
ning. 

The six-hour clashes tapered off 
shortly after midnight and no cas- 
ualties were reported, police said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The cabinet has 
decided to set up a ministerial 
committee to look into a proposal 
to a British* bank in Lon- 

don, owned by a Jordanian con- 
sortium, Petra, the Jordanian 
News Agency, said Saturday. 

The decision was taken to exa- 
mine the legal and financial aspects 
of the project which would have 
involved an agreement between the 
government, represented by the 
Centra] Bank, and a number of 
Jordanian commercial banks and 
institutions to establish the bank, 
according to officials. 

The sticking point in the pro-, 
posai has been whether the Central 
Bank could contribute to the 
paid-up capital of the envisaged 
bank (originally said to be 20 per 
cent) and whether another mayor 

Jor danian f inancial Ins titution, the 

Housing Bank, could also con- 
tribute another 15 per cent of the 
capital, the nfBfialii said. 

The ministerial committee that 
has been formed by the cabinet inc- 
ludes Minister of Transport Taher 
Hikmat, Minister of Finance 
Hanna Odeh, Minister of Labour 
Tayseer Abdul Jaber and Central 
Bank Governor Mohammad Sa'id 
AI Nabuba. The committee was 
.asked to submit its rec-. 
ommendations to the cabinet as 
soon as possible, Petra said. 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia held talks in 
Jeddah Saturday with Syrian 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam. believed to be aimed at 
keeping the Iran- Iraq war from 
spreading to other countries. 

The official Saudi Press Agency 
announced the talks without giv- 
ing details. But Mr. Khaddam is. 
widely reported to be trying to 
prevent an expansion of the Gulf 
war after recent attacks on.oil tan- 
kers and other merchant vessels in 
the Gulf. 

-Also present at the Fahd- 
K had dam meeting were Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouq AJ 
.Shara’a, Saudi Crown Prince 
'Abdullah and the Saudi foreign 
and defence ministers, the agency 
said. 

Syria's official news agency 
SANA reported in Damascus that 
Mr. Khaddam, who visited Tehran, 
earlier this week, was carrying a 
message from Syrian President 
■ Hafez AJ Assad to King Fahd on 
“ Syria’s efforts to’ de-escalate ten- 
sion in the Gulf and prevent exp- 
ansion of the Gulf war.” 

Syria is one of the few Arab 
countries which supports non- 
Arab Iran rather than Arab Iraq in 
the Gulf war. Saudi Arabia, whose 
moderate stance plays an inf- 
luential role in the Arab World, 
has supported Iraq. 


Mr. Khaddam and Foreign Min- 
ister Shara’a paid a 4R- hour visit 
to Tehran last Wednesday at 
Saudi behest in a bid to stop Ira- 
nian air attacks on Arab com- 
mercial shipping off the Iran-Iraq 
war zone. 

The Syrians indicated that their 
bid was successful. But Arab dip- 
lomatic sources noted that Mr. 
Khaddam’s talks in Tehran pro- 
duced no tangible results, in view 
of the continuing raids by Iran on 
vessels near the Saudi territorial 
waters, the Associated Press said. 

Mr. Khaddam said in a sta- 
tement in Tehran on Thursday 
that Iranian leaders shared Syria’s 
views that restraint should be 
shown in the Gulf to avert exp- 
ansion of the war. He implied that 
the Iranians had agreed to stop 
attacking foreign tankers pro- 
vided that Iraq did likewise. 

But a few hours after Mr. Kha- 
ddam’s statement. Iraq ann- 
ounced its jets struck anew at oil 
tankers off Iran's Kharg terminal, 
and Iranian warplanes staged ret- 
aliatory raids. Iraq later claimed 
its jets struck more targets. 

The Syrian envoys’ trip to Teh- 
ran, where they had intensive talks 
on the crisis with top Iranian off- 
icials including President AJi 
Khamenei, came after King Fahd 
sent the deputy commander of his 
National Guard to Damascus with 


a message for President Assad. 

The recent spate of attacks on 
Saudi and Kuwaiti oil tankers well , 
outside the war zone, for which 
the Gulf states have blamed Iran, . 
has added a new dimension to the 
conflict by threatening to involve 
the Gulf Arab states in direct con- 
frontation with Tehran for the first 
time. 


Syria blames Iraq 


Hours before the two Syrian 
envoys’ departure for Jeddah an 
official Syrian spokesman accused 
Iraq of sabotaging Damascus’ eff- 
orts to defuse the crisis and of fry- 
ing to draw other countries in the 
conflict. 

“By stepping up its attacks on 
tankers and shipping in the Gulf, 
the Iraqi regime alms at sab- 
otaging Syrian efforts to defuse 
tension and prevent the expansion 
.of the war to safeguard shipping in 
the Gulf.” the spokesman said. 

Iraq has declared a wide area at 
the head of the Gulf, enc- 
ompassing Iran's Kharg Island oil 
’terminal and other major ports, a 
prohibited war zone and reported 
-destroying dozens of "enemy 
naval targets” in the area. 


Insurance rates soar as Gulf shi- 
pping attacks continue; U.S. says 
Gulf war may spread, page 2 . 


‘U.S. closer to sending Stingers to S. Arabia’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
administration of U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan on Friday moved 
closer to agreeing on sending 200 
Stinger anti-aircraft missiles to 
Saudi Arabia, the Washington 
Post reported in Saturday edi- 
tions. 

The missiles would be used by 
the Saudis to defend against a pos-. 
sible Iranian air attack in the esc- 
alating violence in the Gulf region 
stemming from the nearly four- 
year-old war between Iran and 
Iraq. Mr. Reagan and his key adv- 
isers met at the White House to 


discuss the Gulf developments, 
and Saudi Ambassador Bandar 
Ibn Sultan later had separate mee- 
tings with U.S. government off- 
icials, the Post said. 


gressional approval for 1 ,000 add- 
itional Stinger missiles sought by 
Saudi Arabia. 


Mr. Reagan has vowed to “do 
what is necessary" to keep open 
the Gulfs vital Strait of Hormuz. 


The Times said Slate and Def- 
ence Department officials briefed 
members of Congress on the plans 
and found sharp criticism. 


The New York Times, mea- 
nwhile, reported Saturday that 
Mr. Reagan gave tentative app- 
roval for sending 200 Stinger mis- - 
sOes to the Saudis. The Times, 
however, said Mr. Reagan pro- 
bably will hold off on seeking con- 


“Some staff were critical of die 
whole .Stinger sale.” a State Dep- 
artment official was quoted as say- 
ing by the Times. “They said if it is 
really an emergency, why not 
lease the Stingers and then take 
them home when the crisis is 


Arab states have limited options 


in defence of tankers in Gulf 


Mauritanian, 

Somali 

ministers 


arrive 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Mau- 
ritanian and Somalian ministers of 
mineral resources arrived here 
Saturday evening for talks with 
the Arab Mining Company ( Ann- 
ie o) on mining projects. 

Armico holds shares in tbe cap- 
ital of an iron project in Mau- 
ritania and a copper mining pro- 
ject in Somalia. The two ministers 
were met by senior Armico off- 
icials. 


BAHRAIN (R) — Arab oil- 
producing states hope to int- 
roduce more easily defensible shi- 
pping lanes for oil tankers in the 
western Gulf but their options are 
severely limited, shipping sources 
•said Saturday. 

Four tankers have been hit in 
aerial missile attacks in the wes- 
tern Gulf in two weeks as Iran has 
retaliated against stepped-up att- 
acks by Iraq on ships calling at 
Iran's main oQ terminal of Kharg 
Island. 

Diplomatic sources said the arr- 
acks have triggered talks among 
Saudi Arabia and its allies in the 
six-state Gulf Co-operation Cou- 
ncil (GCC) with a view to int-. 
reducing new shipping lanes hug- 
ging the coastline of the northern 
Gulf. 

But shipping experts in the reg- 
ion say tankers are still following, 
the long-established lanes to nor-, 
them ports and attempts to bring 
ships closer to shore for protection 
by land-based anti-aircraft def- 
ences will be fraught with dif- 


ficulties. 

One shipping expert in the reg- 
ion, who asked not to be named, 
said: “They could bring the ships 
closer to the coast, but they would 
increase the risk of running into 
obstacles and crossing other shi- 
pping channels.” 


A senior official of one of the 
region’s state-owned tanker com- 
panies said: "I don't think there is 
much latitude in the Arabiar Julf 
for moving shipping lanes closer to 
the coast ” 


the industrial port city of Jubail 
further north. 

Other ways of defending tankers 
in the Gulf have severe lim- 
itations, the shipping sources said. 

Shipping experts said efficient 
air cover for slow-moving tankers- 
is difficult to maintain against a 
determined attacker. 


The shallow waters close to the 
Saudi coast would be only one of a 
host of navigation problems faced 
by ships moving closer to the 
shore, shipping experts said. They 
would also have io negotiate a 
hazardous network of oil pip- 
elines, drilling rigs and oil loading 
terminals. 


Saudi Arabia's air force, which 
includes - 42 new U.S.-built F-15 
fighters, is -more than a match for. 
the Iranian F-4 Phantoms which 
have carried out the ship attacks. 


The routes would also cross shi- 
pping channels at the entrance to 
Ras Tannurah, Saudi Arabia's 
main ofi port and the largest oil 
export terminal in the world, and 


A convoy system to protect tan- 
kers would also have political and 
practical drawbacks, since Gulf- 
countries have nowhere near the 
naval strength to provide the nec- 
essary cover themselves. . 

It would thus draw into the con-’ 
flict foreign navies which would 
themselves be vulnerable to attacks 
because tbe Gulf is so small and 
which could not provide the pro- 
tection necessary to safeguard' 
every tanker moving into the wat- 
erway. a 





Arabs urge U.N. to stop 
Iranian attack on ships 

UN1TKD NATIONS (USIA) — Kuwait,. Saudi Ara- 
bia and Jatar told the Security Council vfay 25 that 
it >mist act firmly and decisively to get Iran to end its 
attacks on ships from countries not involved in the 
Iran-Iraq war in the Gulf. 


Failure 10 Jo so. ihcv saiJ. 
vvoulJ escalate the war anJ pos- 
sibly draw others into the lighting 
— un alternative no one wants. 

In the strongest statement dur- 
ing i he tirsi session ot the council. 
SauJi Ambassador Samir Shihabi 
sat. I that Saudi Arabia was sur- 
prised at the extent of Iran's nis- 
ci nice pi ion ol the Gulf situation in 
attacking Saudi and Kuwaiti tan- 
kers inside territorial waters and 
in international waterways. Iran, 
he said, "failed to appreciate our 
determination to curtail any agg- 
ression." 

vlr. Shihubi urged thecounc.il to 
adopt the resolution drawn up by 
the six members «>1 the Gulf Co- 
operation Council (GCC) — Bah- 
rain. Kuwait. Oman. Jotar. Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emi- 
rates — Jc minding that Iran stop 
interfering with anJ attacking 
ships en mute to and lro n states 
that are not party to the war. 11 
Iran Joes not stop, he said, the 
council sh.uiM he prepared to 


LONDON! (AIM — A new clai n 
nt an Iraqi attack on shipping in 
the Gull mi Friday sent so 11 c tan- 
ker insurance rates up 150 per 
cent and the Saudi nil ninisicr 
said lie was worried thai the West 
" night panic" and that ihe Gulf 
oil route would close lor luck ol 
insurance. 

Bui a leading underwriter at 
Lloyd's id London, vlr. Stephen 
vlerrett. told a liasiih called news 
conlerence at the insurance syn- 
dicate’s headquarters that the 
en npany was not likely to cancel 
existing overage or refuse to ins- 
ure vessels ealling at Gulf ports. 

- There is no' practical pos- 
sibility ol insurance being una- 
vailable at terns and Iron Gulf 
pi iris." he said. 

Lloyd’s raised prenittns for 
voyages to Iran’s Kharg Island oil 
ter ninal soon alter an Iraqi nil- 
it ary statement was broadcast on 
Baghdad Radio claining that 
Iraqi jets and warships had att- 
acke.l a convoy near the Iranian 


Austrian 
ninister leaves 
for Tehran 

\ lhNMA (AIM — Austrian For- 
eign vlinisier Erwin Lane Sat- 
urday left for a iuo-day olilekil 
visii to Iran at the invitation ol 
Iranian Foreign vl mister Ali 
Akbar V cl avail. He is the lirsi 
•\ ester n Furopean foreign nin- 
islcr tii visit Tehran alter the rev- 
olution. 


impose sanctions. 

“Can the world accept that Iran 
should carry its aggression into 
third countries which arc not in a 
stale of war with itT vlr. Shihabi 
asked. “If the world accepts this 
logic, we shall open the door to 
international irresponsibility and 
thus undermine the basic pri- 
nciples and values of the United 
Nations ... an J return to the law of 
the jungle.” 

The Gulf, he said, in addition to 
being an extension of the ter- 
ritorial waters of Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait and the other members of 
the GCC. is one of the most sen- 
sitive areas in the world. Int- 
eraction between political and 
economic factors affect the vital 
interest ot a large number of cou- 
ntries. 

The GCC member states will 
not spare any effort in preserving 
the Gulf as an area of stability no 
•natter what this nay cost. 

The Iranian attacks were a cal- 
culated. unwarranted, and int- 


entional operation to threaten and 
to intimidate the Gulf countries, 
the Saudi ambassador said. . 

Iran is boycotting the session. 
Iranian Ambassador Said 
Rajae-Korsanm told a press con- 
ference here because the Security 
Council is only working in Iraq's 
interests. The Gulf states have 
been “feeding the Iraqi war mac- 
hine and have not refrained from 
helping escalate the war' 1 so the 
Gulf states cannot expect to feel 
immune or secure, he said. 

Kuwaiti Deputy Prime vlinisier 
and Minister of Information 
Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 Jaber A1 
Sabah also told the council that 
“Iran's aggression dragging other 
nations into the dispute could lead 
to direct confrontation which wc 
do not want.” 

Jhc resolution currently being 
considered by the council re- 
affirms the right of free navigation 
and “strongly condemns” Iran for 
its attacks on shipping to and from 
the pons of Kuwait and Saudia 
Arabia. 

Some members of the council, 
however, feel that the resolution is 
too one-sided and are negotiating 
to include wording mentioning 
Iraq. The next meeting is set for 
May 2d. 


Israelis 

confiscate 

Palestinian 

flags 

TEL AVIV (R; — Israeli troops 
in ihe occupied West Bank Sat- 
urday confiscated Palestinian 
flags, posters and publications 
from an exhibit at Hebron’s Isl- 
amic College, state radio rep- 
orted. 

The exhibit was organised by 
the college student council, whose 
members were called in for int- 
errogation by authorities, the 
radio said. 

The report claimed the seized 
publications called for violence 
against Israel. 

Thai foreign 
■minister arrives 
in Cairo 

CAIRO. Egypt (AP) — Thai For- 
eign vlinisier Siddh Savetsila arr- 
ived here Friday on a four-day 
visit for talks with Egyptian off- 
icials on pro noting bilateral rel- 
ations. the Middle East News 
Agency reported. 

vlr. Savetsila told airport rep- 
orters that his talks here will deal 
with “all problems and issues of 
concern to the wo countries.” the 
agency said. 

Within this context, the agency 
said. Mr. Savetsila referred to his 
country’s stand in condemning 
Israeli occupation of Arab ter- 
ritories. Thailand's call for Israeli 
troops withdrawal from these 
lands and the restoration of Pal- 
estinian rights including self- 
determination. i 

The Thai minister also exp- | 
ressed support for current peace , 
efforts to end the Gulf war. the 
agency added. 

Mr.” Omar Shatci. assistant for- 
eign ninister. was at the airport to 
greet the visitor. 

He will go to Kenya and Tan- 
zania after concluding his visit 
here. 

CAEU opens 
neeting 

A M MAN (J.T.) — The Council of 
Economic Unity (CAEU) cou- 
ntries. Jordan. Syria. Iraq, the 
United Arab Emirates. Sudan. 
Kuwait. Libya. Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation and North 
and South Yemens opened a mee- 
ting here Saturday to discuss the 
secretary -general's report on the 
follow-up of previous sessions as 
well as the CAEU general sec- 
retariat’s activities for the last six 
months. 

Addressing the opening session, 
the CAEU Secretary-General 
Mahdi A1 Obeidi said the general 
secretariat has made every efforts 
to carry out the CAEU’s dec- 
isions. and in dealing with the eco- 
no nic problem lacing the Arab 
World. 


Insurance rates soar as attacks 
on ships continue in Gulf .war 


coast and destroyed six ships. Two 
other ships were destroyed by 
mines, the broadcast said. 

Iranian jets also were in action 
Thursday. bonbarJing a 
Liberian-registered cargo ship. 
The Iranian actio it was confirmed 
in London by Lloyd's shipping 
intelligence, a unit which coiiecis 
information on worldwide shi- 
pping casualties. 

The unit haJ in iconfir nation of 
Iraqi attacks on Thursday or Fri- 
day. spokes nan Roger Lowes 
said. 

The new premium were 7‘z 
per cent of the value of a ship to 
cover a week's voyage to Kharg. 
up from three per cent. The pre- 
vious rate was four tines higher 
i ban Lloyd's pre niu ns several 
months ago when the Gulf war 
was quieter. 

Premiums to. insure cargoes 
re nained steady, and other rates 
for Gulf voyages also were unc- 
hanged. though vlr. Merreti con- 
firmed that insurers i nposeJ war 
risk premiums this week on cov- 
erage some ports just outside 
the Gulf. 

In Geneva. Saudi Oil vlinisier 
Sheikh Ahmad Zaki Variant said 
his country had opened talks with 
its customers to deal with a pos- 
sible cut oft of insurance. 

“What we're afraid of is that 
LloyJ’s might cancel insurance for 
navigation in the Gull, and this is 
equal to closing the Strait of Hor- 
muz.” Sheikh Yamani told nOrt 
business men at a luncheon. He 
warned that the result of oil cui- 
oll could cripple the econo my rec- 
overy in the United States and 
Western Europe. Japan also dep- 


ends on oil from the Gulf. 

“What we're afraid of is that 
you (the West) might panic, which 
is natural.” he saiJ. 

Mr. Merreii said ihe latest pre- 
mium increase was "surprisingly 
moderate” given the number of 
ships attacked. He said that 
LloyJ - s had paid oui " in the order 
of £100 million” in claims of war 
da nage to ships'. 

That figure did not include 
Janages in the last three weeks 
because those had not been ass- 
essed yet. 

Mr. vlerrett estimated that 30 
to 40 ships have been hit in the 
Gulf this year including those in 
the off-raided area of the Iranian 
port of Bandar Khomeini. He said 
10 to 1 2 ships have been hit in the 
past three weeks, excluding the 
Bandar Khomeini zone at the 
head of the Gulf. 

He cited the possibility of atli! 
acks in the Gulf of Oman ports of 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Oman, where ships have been col- 
lecting and waiting to enter the 
Gulf. 

A typical large tanker now 
would pay over S4 million for a 
one-week trip in the Gulf to an 
Iranian oil terminal, compared 
with.S500.000 six months ago. 

Traffic in the Gulf “has sla- 
ckened significantly.” Mr. Mcrrctt 
said in an earlier British Bro- 
adcasting Corp. interview. 

Asked whether that was an eff- 
ect of high insurance rates, he 
said: “We think that's much less 
due to the impact of insurance 
premiums than the proper con- 
cern for the owners for the safety 
of their vessels anJ crews.” 
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WHAPS GOING ON 


ro DAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* A collection of paintings and other 
works ol art by local and iniemainnal 
artists on show at ihe Alia Art Gallery. 

■ Exhibition of paintings by Nazareth 
college students ai the French Cultural 
Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

* Opening of the Jordanian National 
Folklore an exhibit am of the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre. 

* “Festival de Cannes" exlubiiHin of the 
Royal Cultural Centre 

CUXTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council 36147-X 

French Cultural Centre 370l)>* 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 442(13 

Spanish Cultural Centre 2404** 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667 |K| 

Y.W.C.A ‘ 4 1793 

\ AV.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 36! 1 1 

L ni versus ol Jordan Library .543555 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore Museum; Jewelry ami cos- 
tumes «»er IfXl years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaha and J crash (4th in 1 Nth 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Dfx-nmg hours: 9.IX) a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. Tel- 5 1 7611. 

Jordan ArrbacoJngtnd Museum: Has un 
excellent eollectinn of the antiquili ol 
Jordan. JabaJ AJ 'JaTa (Chattel Hill). 
Opening hours: 4.IHI a.m, - 5.1)0 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 a.m. 
4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery! Contains ucoJ- 
IcciitMl of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contem^ironr Islamie artists 
from nuvu of the Muslim count riesund a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orieniahst artists. Mumazah, Jabal 
LuweibJeh. Opening hours; 10.00 a.m « 
1.30 pm. and 3.30 p.m. - 6.00 n.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TcL 30 1 JX. 


Martyrs* vie mortal (MDKary Museum): 
Cniieciion nf military memorabilia dat- 
ing from ihe Arab Revolt or Jilfi. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
.Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
CkisvJ Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 

t 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. I JIO p.m. 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon HiilcL 7.30 p m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Chib. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
t :3f> p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
ai the InivrcomineDial Hotel. 2 Oil p.m. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 815261. 


CHURCHY 


Si. Joseph Cbureb (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, le). 24590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Liiwcibvleh.. 37441 1. 

De la Salic Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church nf the Ann uncial km (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

Anglican Cburrli (Church ot (he Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 4! 559. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashraftvh. 
71 33 I. 

Armenian Orthodox; Church Asliralieh.' 
75261. 

&. Ephraim ( burch (5ynan (inhodux) 
Ashralivh. 7)751. 

Amman Inirrnatioiud Church (imer- 
demuninai tonal): meets ul Southern 
Baptist Sclbml in Shmeisam. 663249. 

PRAYER T1VIKS 

Fair 

IH.-3I tSunrorl Slturuq 

ff-'JJ — Ohuhr 

15:14 -A*r 

Maghreb 

20:12 -tsha 


U.S. sees serious threat 
of widening Gulf war 


WASHINGTON (R) — Reports 
that Iran may attack Saudi Ara- 
bian oil fields and send suicide 
planes against oil tankers in the 
Gulf arc “very serious” U.S. Def- 
ence Secretary Caspar Wei- 
nberger said FriJay. 

He said in a television interview 
that the Reagan administration 
would discuss sending shouldcr- 
launched Stinger anti-aircraft mis- 
siles to Saudi Arabia which could 
be used to defend ships in the 
Gulf. 

Mr. Weinberger said reports 
that Iran is planning to wiJen the 
Gulf war should be seriously reg- 
arded. 

“I ihink it’s very serious” he 
said. “Iran has for all interns and 
purposes been in a state of ext- 
reme hostility ui the United States 
for over four years.” 

“ I think it’ s extremely serious in 
the sense that the Iranian gov- 
ernment is run by people who are 
totally unpredictable, and that’s 
the nicest way to put it.” he said. 

“They may take action at any- 
time that would be regarded by 
almost anyone as totally irr- 
ational.” 

“We could not stand by and sec 
the Gulf closed.” Mr. Weinberger 
Said. However, he emphasised 
that U.S. intervention would not 
be in the form of American troops 
and that any action would be 
taken only on "formal request” of 
friendly Gulf nations. 

He reiterated President Rea- 
gan's vow to keep the Gulfs oil 


routes open. “That’s very dear.” 
he noted. 

In the Gulf, “a multi-national 
force under U.N. direction" might 
be considered, according to Mr. 
Weinberger, in addition to other 
possible action, such as "san- 
ctions" or a United Nations Res- 
olution. 

A multi-national force "could 
have considerable effect.” he said r 

vlr. Weinberger confirmed that 
President Reagan is considering 
the sale of Stinger portable anti- 
aircraft missiles to Saudi Arabia. 
Administration officials said 200 
Stingers would be shipped imm- 
ediately. with 1.000 more to be 
sent later if Congress approved. 

The Stinger is the U.S. army's 
standard, shoulder-fired infantiy 
surface-to-air weapon. With an 
infra-red homing system, it can 
shoot down planes within a range 
of 5.5 kilometres and could be 
used by Saudi forces abo- 
used by Saudi forces aboard 
tankers and to shielJ oil ins- 

I ran and Iraq have so far cla- 
imed to have hii some 27 ships, 
maintv oil tankers, sailing through 
the Gulf. 

The New York Times quoted 
intelligence analysis as saying that 
Iran might launch a major ground 
attack against Iraq during Ram- 
adan. the Muslim month of Jawn- 
to-dusk fasting chat starts on June 
1. Iranian forces totalling hun- 
dreds of thousands have been 
massed on ihe border, h said. 


Kuwait takes precaution 
against sabotage suspects 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait’s sec- 
urity authorities have been bra- 
cing to combat sabotage and fend 
off external attacks, the under- 
secretary for the interior was quo- 
ted Saturday as saying. 

Gen. Youssef AI Khorafi told 
the newspaper AI >abas that an 
average of 200 persons a nonth 
have been depone J "because we 
feel they are a threaL to security 
and society.” 

He said the deportees were sus- 
pects who belong to unauthorised 
religious parties, apparently ref- 
erring to pro- Iranian expatriate 
workers here. 

“We are taking all precautions 
to confront all eventualities.” he 
said. “Entry regulations for vis- 
itors have been lightened, whiic 
undesired and unemployed per- 
sons are being deported.” 

Oil campanies operating here 
meanwhile issued instructions to 
dependents of their workers to 
stay at least one kilometre away 
from offshore oiLinstallations. 

The instructions by the Kuwait 
Oil Company and the Arabian Oil 
Company (Japan) insisted that 
people avoid marine oil locations 
when they sail in boats on wee- 
kends. 

Company sources said the ins- | 
tructions were an apparent pre- 
caution against possible Iranian 
attacks on Kuwaiti installations. 

Gen. Khorafi said the dep- 
ortations have been conducted 
since last December, were pro- 
Iranian terrorists staged a wavc.of 


bomb attacks against six local tar- 
gets. including the U.S. and 
French embassies. 

A total of 25 persons were arr- 
ested and tried on charges of 
mounting the bomb attacks. Six of 
them were sentenced to death by 
hanging and the rest to long ter n 
}ail sentences. 

Two of these convicts were at 
large when the sentences were 
handed down against them last 
March. Gen. Khorafi told AI 
Jabas that these two were rec- 
ently arrested. He refused to give 
details. 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia have 
been co-ordinating military pre- 
cautions to deter Iran, which in 
recent weeks sent its warplanes' 
attacking oil tankers of the two 
countries in neutral waters along 
the lower Gulf region. 

U.S. buys 
Israeli aircraft 

WASHINGTON (USIA) — Sec- 
retary of Defence Caspar W. Wei- 
- nberger disclosed that the United 
States Navy had bought small, 
remote-controlled piloilcss air- 
craft from Israel. 

He also disclosed that the Uni- 
ted States had accepted Israeli 
offers of military medical ass- 
istance in at least two cases. One 
was that of an injured Marine 
Corps guard in Tel Aviv, the other 
•the pregnant wife of an Air Force 
sergeant in Turkey. 


Egyptians vote for 
parliament today 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt chooses a 
new People's Assembly Sunday 
with the government pledging the 
first free elections for 60 years. 

But opponents allege (hat a 
complex decimal system is so 
heavily weighted against i hem 
that there is no need for the gov- 
ernment to rig the polls. 

Five panics arc contesting the 
polls for a new 44S-seat par- 
liament after a campaign hig- 
hlighted by a challenge to Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak's ruling 
National Democratic Party 
(NDP) by the New Wafd. a revival 
« of a rightist nationalist party For- 
med in and now allied with 
the Muslim Brothers. 

Mr. Mubarak. NDP chairman, 
has pledged: “Wc arc going to 
hold free, sincere and honest ele- 
ction ... unprecedented in Egypt 
for the past 60 years.” 

But opposition leaJers. inc- 
luding the Wafd” s Fnuad Ser- 
ageddin. 75. lambasted a new sys- 
tem of proportional rep- 
resentation that requires the 15 
million registered voters to vote 
for party lists instead of individual 
candidates. 

The system, which the opp- 
osition says is tailored to ensure an 
NDP victory, also stipulates that 
any party failing to get eight per 
cent of the overall national vote 
cannot take up any seats it may 
have won in individual con- 
stituencies. 

Mr. Scragcddin told Reuters: 
“If elections represent the free 
will of the people, the Wafd will 
win not Jess than 60 percent of the 
vote.” 

Independent commentators 
question that. Meanwhile, whe- 
ther the system is fair or not. they 
predict that the combined opp- 
osition will not manage more than 
1 00 of the 44S scats. 

Still, that will be the biggest and 
most vocal opposition in Egypt 
since the iyS2 revolution ove- 
rthrow the monarchy and swept 
the late Gamai Abdel Nasser to 
power. 

Diplomats say that, by san- 
ctioning a measure of democracy, 
vlr. Mubarak may find that he has 
complicated his task in the post- 
election period when he has to 
contend with the basic issue in 
modern Egypt. 

He must try in meet demands 
for a better life among his 47 mil- 
lion people levied on an economy 
burdened by ’ low worker pro- 
ductivity and* a high birth rate that 
he himself calls “terrifying”. 

The NDP claims to inherit the 


leadership of Nasser's IY52 rev- 
olution and campaigned on the 
basis of a $42 billion development 
plan designed to make the eco- 
nomy grow by eight per cent 
year. 

The Wafd calls for more eco- 
nomic freedoms, a position shared 
with the liny right-wing liberal 
Socialist Party, while the centre- 
left Socialist Labour Party and 
left-wing Unionist Progressive 
Partv demand restrictions on pri- 
vate enterprise. 

On the eve of the poll, some 
4.000 candidates have intensified 
their activities to canvass support 
of voters. 

Informed sources said the cou- 
ntry's 30.000-man security police 
force has been placed on max- 
imum alert, with patrols scouting 
the 4S constituencies. 

The five parties have made 
empassinned appeals to voters to 
shake off traditional cynicis n anJ 
apathy about elections in Egypt 
anJ get out to vote Juring the nir 
hours when polling booths will be 
open Sunday- 

vlr. Mubarak's presidency is 
not at stake unless opponents gain 
more than a third of the assembly 
seats, thus threatening his ability 
to gain the two-thirds majority in 
parlia nent needed to stand for a 
second tern. 

City streets were festooned with 
banners Saturday. Slogans ranged 
from the ruling party's "vote for 
security and stability, say no to 
reactionaries” to the leftist uni- 
onist progressives* outspoken 
"say no to corruption, to thieves 
and emergency laws." 

The Wafd's alliance with the 
Muslim Brothers, banned by for- 
mer President Nasser, angered 
some Wafdists among the Coptic 
Christians. 

In constituencies where the 
vlusli n Brothers are strong, tec- 
shirts bearing the slogan " Is la n is 
the solution" could be’ seen Sat- 
urday. Candidates calleJ lor i np- 
le nenting Sharia (lslanic law) 
and followers chanted “NDP the 
atheist party.” 

Mr. Serageddin defended a dec- 
ision to let 16 brothers stand on 
the Wafd ticket. He told Reuters: 
“There is a difference between a 
state governed by religion and an 
Iran-styJe state run by clergy nen. 
which both us and the Bro- 
therhood oppose.” 

> • A ruling party candidate who is 
a well-known soccer fan handed 
out slickers showing hi n pictured 
with some of the nation’s football 
heroes. 


Israel holds 33 ato nic bo nbs, 
for mer Egyptian ninister says 


RIYADH. Saudi Arabia ( AP) — A 
former Egyptian foreign minister 
was quoted here Saturday as cla- 
iming that Israel possesses 33 ato- 
mic bombs. 

vlr. Isinaii Fait mi. foreign min- 
ister in Egypt from 1973 to 1977. 
told the newspaper Ai Riyadh that 
Israel was producing nuclear 
bombs at the rate of two a year, 
allegedly in co-operation with 
South Africa. 

vlr. Fahmi contended that Isr- 


ael would have used an atomic 
bomb against Egypt in the October 
1973 vfiddle East war if the mil- 
itary situation had threatened the 
Jewish state. 

vlr. Fahmi criticised the United 
States for withholding supplies of 
Stinger ground-to-air missiles to 
Saudi Arabia, arguing that these 
weapons were “merely required 
for defence" of the kingdom aga- 
inst the escalating menace of the 
Iraq-Iran war. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied frv Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport, id. (t>Sl 53230. 
SJUTtt, 53W2, S3 171. where ii should 
alwavj he wnfic-l. 

ARRIVALS 

06:80 Cairn (MS) 

09:15 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:30 Atjaba (RJI 

09:45 Cairn (RJ) 

09:45 IcdJah (RJ) 

09:45 Kuwail (RJl 

10:30 Berlin. Lamaca (IF) 

10:30 Ohahran. Riyadh (SVj 

14:30 Tripoli. Larnara (LNj 

14:40 Kuwait (KIM 

15:10 JcJJjh (SV| 

16:40 Lumnca (RJ) 

16:4S Baghdad llA) 

16:50 Brussel*. Frankfur; (RJJ 

17:35 Los Angeles. Chicago. Vienna 
(RJ) 

17 i3S London. Paris (RJ) 

17:40 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

17:40 . Nets York. Amsterdam (RJ r 

18»00 Rome (RJ) 

1&30 Cairo (RJ) 

20:20 • Athens (OA) 

2fc50 Cairo (MS) 

°0:4S Cairn (RJl 

°fc4S Baghdad (RJ) 

01:00 .... London (BA) 

DKPARTliRKS 

°5:I0 Damascus, hrankfun (LH) 

05:45 Cairo (RJ) 

07:08 Cam* (MS) 

07:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

08:00 Damascus. Pam (AT) 

09:00 Damascus, Rome ( AZ) 

11.00 Vienna. New York (RJ) 

11:45 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

1 1:45 Larruca, Berlin ((F) 

12:15 Riyadh. Dhahran (SV) 

I2i30 Larnaca (RJ) 

I4J0 Cairo I RJ) 

15-JO Larnaea. Tripoli (LN) 

15:40 Kuwait (KU) 

16:40 Jeddah |SV) 

I&00 Baghdad (IA) 

19:15 Dumaxus (RJ) 

19-JO Kuwait (RJI 

I9J0 Singapore (RJl 

f9:4S Dhahran (Rjj 

20:00 Bahrain. Museui (RJ) 

20:15 Baghdad (RJ) 

2(fc30 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 


20:45 Cairo (RJ) 

21:50 Cairo ( MSI 

22:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

02:15 - London (BA) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-lute ships dot-king at Aqaba 
port: 

— Chernigov 

— Siose Transport 

— Asian Eagle 

— Yishsa Vikas 

— (bn Elaihir 

— Huai Tracer 

— Crimkhau 

— Knca Ccmpaka 

— Miterc Iren 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Loeai self /fun- rates in fils 

Belgian franc 6S 1/ 6X5 

Dutch guilder 123.3: 124 

Egyptian guinea 323.3<’ 327.6 

French Trane 45' 45.3 

Iraqi dinar 358.3 363 3 

Italian lire (for ItXI) 22 At 22.6 

Japanese yen (lor 100) 162.9' 163.9 

Kuwaiti dinar I275.A? 12*1.6 

Lebanese lira 64.1/ 65.1 

Omani nyal HHKtf HNh.h 

Oatari riyal 103.3/ I04.r 

Saudi nyal (07/ (07.5 

■Swedish crrjtvrj 47/ 47.3 

Swiss franc 168.4/ |fi9.4 

Syrian lira 51.4/ 52 

UAE dtrhoin 1(12.6/ HI3.5 

LUs. sterling pound 522.K/ 525.9 

U.S. dollar 37W 3Nf) 

W Gutman mark (39/ 139.6 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied bv ihe Department of 
Veicnmlogv. 

it will continue to be hoi. Light and 
variable winds will be changing to eas- 
terly moderate ai limes. In Aqaba, it will 
be dusty, with northerly moderate winds 
and seas calm. 

Low I high temperature in tleg. i '. 

Amman 16/33 

Aqaba 23/40 

Desens !4.'3<l 

Jordan Volley IWJK 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32. Aqaba 3H. Humidiiv rea- 
dings: Amman 2o percent. Aqaba 15 
per cent. 



EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193, 75 III 

Frrsiaid. Tire, police I>w 

Blond bank — 75)21 

Civil De fence rescue 661 1! I 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue |92. 21 III. 37777 

39141 

.... 5639(1. i 

.... 36361-2 

.. 711254. 

(Os*) 53333 


Police headquarters 

Traffic police 

Electric Power Co 

Municipal water service , 
Oueen Alia int. Airport 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. SI 3X13-32 
Khaluii Maternity . J . Amman 442X| -J. 
Akileli Maicrnil*. J. Amman . 4244] 
.. . 42362 
.... 361411 
664(71-4 
... 6691 t| 
... M5S45 
.. 667(56 
667227-9 
.... fi652‘»2 
.... 604164 
.. 77(01.3 
. .. 75! tl 
Arms, Morka 9(6! i 


Jabal Amman Maicrniiv 

M albas. J. Amman 

Palestine. Shmeisam 

Shmeisam Hospital 

University Hospital 

Dar AFShifa. J. Hussein 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Ab.lali 

A I- A hit. Abdali 

Italian. At-Muhaireen ... 
AI- Bashir. J. Ashrafieh .. 


NIGHT DUTY 


A VI VLAN: 

Dr T. Saadi 


*77636 


Dr. T. Hadhud 67t;at> 

Salam pharmacy 36730 

KhaW pharmacy <66010 

Jala - pharmacy 2<22*- 

Assaf pharmacy 533*t 

M.O 1. pharmacy 66XX8X 

Vinecu taxi 445X4 

Mihvar taai 44.<7J 

Shmeisam taxi 665294 

Ascrn taxi K445II3 

Jordan taxi . . 230511 

Amman taxi <1424 

IRBI1) 

Dr. Mohammad fshnsaunch ( — ) 

W or del 1 pharmacx ( — ) 

AAR'JA: 

Dr. MulevJ Dainra S5522 

Al Andalus pharmacy ( — I 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 73 m 

Radio Jordan 7411! 

Ministry »l TouriMo 423(1 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661 (7ri 

Telephone: 

Iniormatuin 12 

Jordan and Middle Ensi calls It! 

Overseas caHs (7 

Cable nr telegram |x 

Repair service II 


MARKET PRICES 


Lppee.tower pure 

Banana 

Banana (Mukainmar) . . 

Beans 

Broad Beans 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower (white! 

Chide peas 

Cucumber (large) ..... .. 

Cucumber (small) 

LggpUmi (large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Garlic 

Grapefruit 

Lemon 

Mallow 


in fils /ter kg. 

2*n.'24n 

24»J/2!(1 

... . 270 .' 220 

.. 300 .'250 

lill> 7(1 

120/ !()U 

.... 240/ 2U0 

HHl 1 “U 

200- 151) 

360 300 

150 ' Jttl 

... • 150/ M0 

600/500 

1 70/ |40 

210/ DM) 

..300 * 250 


Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Mushrooms . . 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) ... 
Okra 

Oranges (local) . . .. 
Oranges (Shummnti) 

Peas 

Pepper torn) . . . 
Pepper (hot green) . . 

Potatoes ..... 

Spinach 

Strawberries 

Tnmaincs 

Water Melon 


..1X0 tan 
. ... 350 . 300 
NHJ * 501) 

120 100 

... . I, s'0 - 140 
l 400 ' 1200 

160- (30 


,...5 


— 240 








f 


■ fc 

•av 


Horn# news 

New Irbid grain silo 
boosts storage capacity 


AMMAN (Peira) — His Majesty 
King H ossein will Monday ina- 
ugurate a food supply complex in 
Irbid and attend a celebration at 
Varmouk University to mark the 
38th anniversary of Jordan’s Ind-' 
•ependence Day. 

The supply complex includes a 
50.000 tonne capacity grain siio 
w hich was completed late in 1983, 
thus raising the capacity of the exi- 
sting silos in Irbid to 335,000 ton- 
nes in addition to cold storage fac- 
ilities with a capacity of 2,000 ton- 
lies- 

A spokesman for the Ministry 
of Supply said that the ministry 
has built additional stores in the 
complex capable of storing 8,000 


tonnes of food and has installed an 
automated bakery that produces 
1 8,000 loaves of bread per hour. 

Al the celebration which will be 
held at Yarraouk University, King 
Hussein will distribute medals to 
"85 veteran teachers and edu- 
cationalists. and real estate deeds 
of housing units built at Farkuh, 
housing estate near Irbid to (ea«A 
chers and employees in the Irbid 
Governorate. 

The beneficiaries of the - housing 
project are being charged 10 per 
cent of the cost instead of IS per 
cent as a down payment upon ins- 
tructions by Prime Minister 
Ahmad ‘Obeidai. 


Embezzlers imprisoned; 
supply rule violaters fined 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The military 
court has passed sentence on five 
Jordanians for the embezzlement 
of public funds, violation of Min- 
istry of Supply regulations and 
other offences. 

Ahmad Mahmoud Dajaj was 
sentenced to 15 months in prison 
with hard labour and fined the 
amount of JD 6.840 which he 
embezzled. He was also found to 
have forged official documents as 
part of the embezzlement. 

Mahmoud Al Fasatleh was sen- 
tenced to three years in prison and 
was fined JD 2.293. the amount 


which' he embezzled. 

Ya'qoub Rihani was fined JD 
200 for selling canned food unfit 
for human consumption. The can- 
ned food was confiscated and des- 
troyed. ' ■ i 

Rashed Suleiman Nimer was 
sentenced to two months in prison 
for growing vegetables near the 
Zarqa River and watering them 
with waste water. The vegetables 
have also been destroyed. 

Zuhair Issa Khalil Qaqish was 
fined JD 200 for violating the Min- 
istry of Industry, Trade and Tou- 
rism regulations. 


U.N. mission expected 


AMMAN (J .T.) — A United Nat- 
ions fact-finding mission is due 
here Tuesday evening to inv- 
estigate Israel's practices in the 
occupied Arab territory. 

The mission is being led by Sri, 
Lanka's permanent ambassador*, 
to the United Nations, and inc- 
ludes the ambassadors of Senegal 


and Yugoslavia, as well as a del- 
egation of 15 senior U.N. officials. 

They will meet Minister of Occ- 
upied Territories Affairs Shawkat 
Mahmoud and several witnesses 
of Israel's expansionist practices 
on the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The mission is expected to leave. 
Thursday for Damascus. 


Arab stock market union 
debates financial planning 


AMMAN (Petra) — The exp- 
ansion of the budget of the Arab 
Union of Stock Markets ( AUSM) 
over the past five years, and the 
AUSM's forecast expenditure and 
future plans in the light of present 
financial constraints were dis- 
cussed during the meeting of the 
follow-up committee of the Arab 
League General Secretariat. 

The follow-up committee com- 
prises the directors of the Amman 
Financial Market i AFM), the Bei- 
rut Stock Exchange, the Tunisian 
Stock Exchange and the Kuwaiti 
Stock Exchange as well as the dir- 
ector of finance and investment at 
the Arab League secretariat. 

The arrangements for est- 
ablishing the union's headquarters 
in Amman and appointing a co- 
ordinator to be in charge were also 
discussed during the meeting. 

Mr. Ayesh Salman from the 
AFM was elected as co-ordinator 
pending the ‘appointment of a 
union secretary-general sch- 


eduled for next year. 

The meeting also ironed qirt 
matters of organisation related to 
t he bolding of a special seminar on 
, Arab stock exchanges to be held in 
Tunis, and agreed upon the age- 
nda and date of the union’s for- 
thcoming meeting which will be 
held in Casablanca. 

The AUSM was established in 
1982 with the aims of co- 
ordinating work between the 
managers of markets in member- 
states, facilitating the exchange of 
technical expertise and helping to 
standardise laws related to this 
field. It also seeks to help facilitate 
the productive investment of Arab 
funds. 

The union also aims to enc- 
ourage investment in Arab dev- 
elopment projects, in addition to 
contributing to the establishment 
of a pan-Arab financial market. 

The union comprises Jordan. 
Lebanon, Tunisia, Morocco, 
Sudan and Kuwait as its members. 



A traditional folklore troupe Saturday performs in celebration of the 3&h anniversary of Jordan's ind* 
ependence (Petra photo) 

Independence Day jubilation continues 


MA’ AN (J.T.) — Jordanians Sat- 
urday continued their celebration 
of Jordan's 38th independence 
anniversary. 

In Ma'an, southern Jordan. 
Deputy Prime Minister and Min- 
ister of Interior Suleiman Arar 
.opened a three-day exhibition of 
fn&ps and drawings of Jordanian 
archaeological, agricultural, and 
industrial regions prepared by the 
Jordan National Geographic Cen- 
tre. 

Also on display is modern equ- 
ipment used in the precise mea- 
surements and preparation of 
maps. Present at the opening cer- 
emony were Ma'an Governor, and 
other local officials. 

” " Public marches were organised 
on the occasion in which school 
children, scouts and rep- 
resentatives of public and private 
organisations took part. 

The streets of Ma'an were bed- 
ecked with flags and other dec- 
orative signs and national dabke 
dances were performed in the city 
squares.. 

^* # In Zarqa. a huge march was 
"organised on the occasion with 


scouts, school children carrying 
posters of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein as well as banners and other 
national slogans. 

Taking pan in the march were 
representatives of local companies 
and organisations. 

The march ended at a local sch- 
ool where a celebration, that inc- 
luded national songs and dances, 
was held. 

Brass band parade 

In Karak, army brass bands 
paraded through the streets fol- 
lowed by marchers drawn from 
local schools, scouting ass- 
ociations and youth clubs. 

Members of local companies 
and organisations also took pan in 
the march. 

At the city's ancient citadel, 
Karak Governor Ahmad Al 
Qur’an opened a national folk 
exhibition. 

The five day display will feature 
traditional handicrafts produced 
by charitable societies in Mazar. 
Shahabieh. Ghor Al Mazra'a and 


other regions around Karak. 

Also on show are posters, boo- 
klets and other illustrations dep- 
icting tourist and archaeological 
sites in the Karak Governorate. 

Independence Day celebrations 
were also held in the Balqa Gov- 
ernorate Saturday. 

Nearly 700 scouts marched in a 
procession carrying flags and King 
Hussein's portrait as well as pos- 
ters bearing national slogans. 

Marching at the head of the 
procession were Balqa Governor 
Mohammad Khatib. directors of 
various government depart menis 
in Salt, and other officials. 

School children organised exh- 
ibitions of paintings, and dabke 
dances were held in the main squ- 
ares of Salt. 

In the Jordan Valley town of 
Deir Alla another march was org- 
anised and the streets were dec- 
orated with flags and other pos- 
ters. 

Also in Mahes. a celebration 
was held by youth clubs and scouts 
who organised a march through 
the city. 


Queen Noor to inaugurate second 
student-built community centre 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor will Sunday ina- 
ugurate the Sweileh Community 
Centre which was built by students 
in the Department of Sociology at 
the University of. Jordan. 

The centre, which was built on a 
3.5-dunum area of land located in 
the eastern side of the city, con- 
sists of six rooms which house a 
library, a lecture room, a theatre 
for children, a clinic and a mul- 
.Vjipurpose room in addition to a 
store house, a garden and a chi- 
ldren’s playground, a section for 
teaching dress-making, a literacy 
centre and a section for teaching 
typing, and weaving. 

The centre, the second to be 
built by the students the first being 
Hay Nazzal community centre 
which was completed in 1980, was 
constructed by students including 
non-Jordanians under the sup- 
ervision of Dr. Sari Nasir, pro- 
fessor of sociology at the uni- 
versity. 

Dr. Nasir told the Jordan Times 


that the centre will offer services 
mostly to deprived and unf- 
ortunate children and will follow 
the services given by the Hay Naz- 
zal centre. 

.The land on which the centre 
has been built: was donated by 
Sweileh municipality and uni- 
versity students and other vol- 
unteers co-operated in building it. 
Dr. Nasir said. 


He said that the centre, which 
took two years to complete, was 
financed mainly by private org- 
anisations and individuals. 

The project was carried out as 
pan of the students’ course of 
study at the university, and will 
help to strengthen their spirit of 
responsibility and to allow them to 
render useful service to the com- 
munity, Dr. Nasir said. 



A publicity shot of the film Hanna K., directed by Costas Gavros which. will be shown as part of the 
French film Festival which begins here Sunday. 

French film festival opens today 


By SaJameh B. Ne'matt 

Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A French film (es- 
tival organised by the Jordanian 
Cine-Club, in co-operation with 
the French embassy here. win. 
begin Sunday with the showing of 
the notable Film Hanna K.. by 
Costa Gavras, director of" Z” and 
■■.Missing”. 

Hanna K, tells the slory of a 
young Palestinian man who str- 
uggles to make the Israeli aut- 
horities recognise his legitimate 
rights to his own house and his 
family’s land. 

The film, starring Jill Clayburgh 
and Jean Yanne. received much 
critical, acclaim wherever it was 


shown. 

Amongst the other six films on 
show at the Royal Cultural Centre 
will be "Basiienne" by 'Michel 
Andrieu who is currently in Jdfc- 
dan at the invitation of the Cine- 
Club to discuss the film and to 
acquaint Jordanian film ent- 
husiasts with the French film ind- 
ustry. 

Mr. Andrieu participated, with 
his film “The Trouble”, in the rec- 
ent Cannes Film Festival held 
between May 1 1 and 23. 

"Lc Destin de Juliette",’, by 
Aline Issermann. will be shown on 
May 30. 

The film tells the factual story of 
the life of a woman between the 
sixties and the present day. 


On May 31. Bertrand Tra- 
vemier*s “La Mori En Direct" 
will be featured which is the story 
••'of a dying woman who agreed to 
■* have her death filmed. 

■ *' Les Parapluies de Cherbourg" 

by Jacques Demy, on show on 
June 2, was produced in 1 964, and 
depicts the effect of the Algerian 
war on a couple, while ”Un Etr- 
ange Voyage," hy Alain Cavalier 
on show the next day, depicts the 
plight of a family in trouble. 

The last day of the festival June 
,4. will witness "La Nuit Ame- 
rica! ne" by Francois Truffaut 
which describes the life of the 
people in the movies. Tickets are 
sold for J D 1 at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 


Princess Alia opens Hay 
Nazzal centre exhibition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Highness 
Princess Alia Saturday opened an 
exhibition of handicrafts, emb- 
roidery work, photographs and 
drawings and books and pub- 
lications for children at Hay Naz- 
zai Community Centre. 

The centre, which was built by 
sociology students at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan in 1980. offers 
various types of activities for the 


local community especially chi- 
ldren. 

The items on display have been 
prepared by the children and 
women of Hay Nazzal. 

The exhibition was attended by 
Dr. Sari Nasir, professor of soc- 
iology at the University of Jordan 
and director of file centre, officials 
and invited guests. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bashir okays importation of apples 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Agriculture Mohammad Bashir 
has approved the trade plan for the month of June which was 
issued by the Agricultural Economy and Planning Department at 
the ministry. The plan allows for the importation of apples, car- 
rots. beetroot and garlics while the importation of cherries and 
apricots will be permitted starting June 10. The plan, however, 
banned the importation of any other fruits and vegetables though 
the export of ail fruits and vegetables will be permitted. 

ACC loans used to purchase fodder 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Agricultural Credit Corporation (ACC) 
this month granted agricultural loans totalling JD 210.000 to 35 
farmers in Jordan, according to a story in the local daily new- 
spaper Saw: Al Shaab. The loans were to buy fodder for livestock 
in various' parts of the country because of the drought which has 
affected the production of such crops. The loans also helped fin- 
ance the reclamation of agricultural land, the installation of drip- 
irrigaiion networks, the purchase of water pumps as well as agr- 
icultural machinery. 

Nabulsi passes Sakeb municipal budget 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment HamduUah Nabulsi has approved the budget of 
the Sakeb municipality which amounls to JD 263.831 . The budget 
will primarily be spent on projects such as general health and 
cleanliness, road construction, street lighting, buying agricultural 
lands and for building commercial warehouses. 

Karaki doctors stage medical day 

KARAK (Petra) — The sub-commitlee of the Doctors Ass- 
ociation in the district of Karak. in co-operation with the scientific 
committee of the Jordanian Doctors Association, sponsored a 
medical day ai the Professional Associations Complex in Karak. 
The day. the fourth such event of its kind featured a series of 
lectures by doctors on a number of medical subjects especially on 
gynaecology. The day was also an exhibition of medicines and 
medical books. 
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King decorates Iraqi paratroopers, airmen 

Jordan, Iraq have same 
objectives, says Hussein 


A VI V1AN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein str- 
essed here Saturday that the Jordanian and Iraqi 
people have common objectives and are striving to 
attain the same goals. 


He was speaking at a ceremony 
held at the Royal Court to dec- 
orate Iraqi airmen and par- 
atroopers for their bravery and in 
recognition of their great skill and 
resourcefulness. 

King Hussein expressed Jor- 
dan's pride in the steadfasrness of 
the Iraqi people in the face of Ira- 
nian aggression. 

The group, which included four 


pilots and 12 paratroopers, were 
awarded distinguished service 
medals by the King for the pari 
they played in Friday's cel- 
ebrations marking Jordan’s 3Rth 
Independence Day anniversary. 

The ceremony was attended by 
Chief of the Royal Court Marwan 
AJ Qasem and Court Minister 
Adnan Abu Odeh. 


Meanwhile Saturday. King 
Hussein received more cables of 
good wishes on the anniversary of 
Independence Day from kings and 
heads of state of Arab and foreign 
friendly nations. 

These came from King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia. King Juan Carlos of 
Spain. King MutawakkiJ of Mal- 
aysia. Queen Elizabeth II of Bri- 
tain. the presidents of South 
Korea. Portugal. Greece and Sen- 
ega). the prime ministers of Tha- 
iland and Kuwait. Sheikh Sa'd Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah and the pre- 
sident of India. Giani Zail Singh. 



The seminar on “Population and Development" opens at tbe Amman Chamber of Industry Saturday 
(Petra photo) 

‘Population, development interrelated’ 


By Olga Mikhael 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Ministry of Labour 
Under-Secretary Saleh AJ Kha- 
sawneh opened Saturday a sem- 
inar on “Population and Dev- 
elopment” at the Amman Cha- 
mber of Industry. 

In his opening speech, Mr. Kha- 
sawneh addressed the 40 par- 
ticipants saying that"the Ministry 
of Labour was always interested in 
holding specialised seminars, esp- 
ecially those on population and 
development.” 

He added that development, 
employment and population are 
interrelated matters; and “we 
have to take this into account in 
our policies at the ministry." 

President of Amman Club for 
Business and Professional Women 
(ACBPW), Mis. Hind Abdul 
Jaber. said that the participation 
of the club in this seminar is der- 
ived from the club's aim of exp- 
laining the influence of emp- 
loyment and demographic factors 
on socio-economic development. 

Mrs. Abdul Jaber added: “ I am 
sure that the papere will help enc- 
ourage women’s participation in 


comprehensive development 
plans.” 

Mr. Mahmoud Ai Tal. director 
of the labour education dep- 
an ment at the Ministry of Labour, 
presented a study on population 
education, its concepts, objectives 
and its imponance in family pla- 
nning. 

In his paper. Mr. Tal. que- 
stioned "the services we have off- 
ered to women to enable them to 
participate in the labour force. 

" 1 propose", he added, “that we 
plan programme to satisfy edu- 
cational. social, health, psy- 
chological and economic needs ol 
women.” 

Discussing the demographic 
problems in Jordan, he said: 
"Over 55 per cent of the Jor- 
danian population are con- 
centrated in the Amman. Zarqa 
and Irbid areas. 80 percent of our 
industries, white commercial cen- 
tres and government institutions 
are also concentrated in these 
areas. That leads to the dev- 
elopment of urban areas at the 
expense of rural areas." 

Mrs. Buthaina Jardaneh and 
Mrs. Saiwa AJ Masri. from the 
ACBPW. presented a paper on 


the club and the training and dev- 
elopment of women. 

Mrs. Masri said: "The Jor- 
danian government is trying to 
solve its demographic problems by . 
increasing the level of manpower, 
as it forms the backbone of dev- 
elopment and helps to facilitate 
speedy economic and social pro- 
gress.’ 

"This migration had a great 
impact on demographic changes 
such as with regards to population 
growth, the age structure and the 
geographical distribution, in Jor- 
dan.” she continued. 

"The population of the East 
Bank, according to the 1979 cen- 
sus statistics, is 2.152.273. out of 
which 47.6 per cent are females. 
50.6 percent arc under 1 5 years ol 
age. while rate of the total pop- 
ulation forms 46.6 per cent." she 
said. 

"The annual rate of population 
growth in Jordan is 4.96 per cent, 
while i he normal birth rate in Jor- 
dan should have been 3.8 percent. 
This growth forms the highest rate 
of growth in the world.” she con- 
cluded. 


VISIT THE 

AUSTRALIAN 
TRADE DISPLAY 

AMMAN BALLROOM, HOUDAY INN HOTEL, AMMAN 
27 MAY 1800-2000, 28 -31 MAY 1000-1200 1600-2000 


See first dass 
Foodstuffs, Industrial 
equipment, Home 
products, Agricultural 
know-how, Automotive 
products . 



Chosen especially 
for their suitability in 
Jordan, these Australian 
products are very 

competitive in quality, 
performance and cost. 
Buyers and importers 
are sure to find 
something of interest, 
profit or value at this 
display. Don’t miss seeing 
this important 
display. 



For more information 

Ask the Australian 
Commercial Counsellor 

P.O. Box 35201 . Amman, Jordan. 
Phone 673 246. Telex 21743. 

P.O. Box 661 , Central Baghdad, Iraq. 
Phone 7193434. Telex 212148. 











Colombo’s wrong turn 

SRJ LANKA's decision last week to allow Israel to open an 
“interests section oflke” in Colombo is bound to have serious 
repercussions on the Indian Ocean island's traditionally strong 
relations with the Arab World. 

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Shahul Hameed, confronted by 
the opposition in parliament on Friday, was at pains to explain 
that Colombo needs the “consultancy" services of Mossad, the 
ill-famous Israeli secret service, to quell ‘•‘Tamil terrorism" in 
the northern regions of the country and that the opening of an 
Israeli “oflke" does not reflect any change in the country’s 
foreign policy or support for Arab and Palestinian causes. 

The Israeli “office," to be housed within the American 
diplomatic mission in Colombo, would maintain a “limited 
presence" of Israelis, Mr. Hameed said. But his statement 
indicated that Sri Lanka was happy to use Mossad ’s “expertise 
in dealing with Palestinian terrorists" to fight off the Tamil 
rebels, who are waging a violent campaign against the gov- 
ernment of President Junius Jayewardene for a separate state 
for the Tamil minority in the north. 

According to political observers, Washington may have pla- 
yed a strong role in the Sri Lankan decision, which will allow 
Israel to re-establish some kind of relation with Colombo after 
a break of 14 years, especially that an American couple were 
abducted and Greed after five days in captivity by the Tamil 
rebels recently. 

Parliament opposition leader Anura Bandaranaike, son of 
former Prime Minister Sirimao Bandaranaike who severed all 
relations with the Zionist state in fulfilment of her election 
promise in 1969, described Israel as a pariah in the int- 
ernational scene and voiced concern that it would try to exert 
pressure on Colombo after setting up the “office" for the 
resumption of full diplomatic relations. 

The present government of Mr. Jayewardene, which came to 
power in 1977, may still follow the official policy of supporting 
Arab and Palestinian causes as the government of Mrs. Ban- 
daranaike did some years ago. 

But the offkial Sri Lankan explanation that Colombo needs 
the services of Mossad is definitely a negative development in 
Arab-Sri Lankan relations. And Mossad, which has acquired 
an ill-savoury reputation by systematically carrying out att- 
acks and assassination attempts against prominent Palestinian 
leaders and activists abroad, looks set to be the forerunner of a 
major Israeli diplomatic offensive to penetrate the ruling cir- 
cles in Colombo in a bid to persuade Sri Lanka to resume full 
diplomatic relations with Israel, 

Apart from its total dependence on Arab oil, Sri Lanka also 
has strong trade links with the Arab World, and quite a large 
number of Sri Lankans are working in the Arabian Gulf whose 
foreign currency remittances are vital for the impoverished 
nation's economy. By moving closer towards Israel, that cou- 
ntry is inevitably inviting a re-assessment of good Arab-Sri 
Lankan co-operation that has lasted for many years. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra'i: Non-aligned effort 

THE DANGEROUS developments in the Gulf, in their aims and dim- 
ensions. necessitate a quick joint Arab move to urge the non-aligned stales 
into renewing their mediation for putting and end to the Iran-fraq war. 
especially after the ’’American warnings" against the risks threatening the 
Saudi oil Helds, and American hints about the American oil reserves have 
revealed the American intentions. These intentions meet with the Israeli 
intentions for dissolving the Palestinian problem. 

Perhaps the non-aligned states are more prepared now to renew their 
attempt, especially when the joim American- Israeli interests in keeping the 
fire of the Gulf war ablaze hide in their folds serious dangers threatening the 
Non-Aligned Movement itself. In such a case there should not be exaggerated 
hopes attached to the U.N. Security Council, which has started to discuss the 
complaint of the Gulf states against the Iranian bombardment ol oil tankers. 
However, there should be an acceleration of Arab efforts along with efforts of 
the non-aligned states to put an end to the Gulf war and to block out the way 
to American-Israeli manipulation of the situation. 

Al- Diistour: UNSC discusses Gulf 

EVEN THOUGH the complaint which the U.N. Security Council has stalled 
ip discuss is restricted to the Iranian aggression against oil tankers in the Arab 
Gulf, we believe that this is an opportunity (or the international community to 
shoulJer its responsibilities not only towards this aspect of the Iranian beh* 
aviour which has been condemned at a widest international range, but also 
towards the war itself which has been going on for several years amidst 
unjustifiable indifference. 

The continuation of this war in a region described as the world's industrial 
vein and the source for the world - s economic luxury brings to mind many 
liabilities. One is the possibility of a halt in oil supplies and the other is the 
danger of international interferences, which are two probabilities that have 
been confirmed during the late developments of the war. 

The International Security Council is called upon to bear its responsibility 
of preventing aggression on states that have no part in the war. and to 
guarantee the freedom nt sea trade and transport in international waters. 
Such noble aims cannot be achieved if the war was not given serious and 
exceptional care io put an end. and to terminate its major causes. This is a (ask 
that requires shouldering basic responsibilities by the Council as they fall 
within its sphere of specialisation. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Rise still urgent 

A 

FOREIGN OCCUPATION ol territories of the Arab Nation, and foreign 
control over its political, economic and military bodies were the factors 
.preventing it from achieving its dreams in ridding itself from ignorance, 
poverty and all forms of backwardness and enabling it to start a unified 
national effort aimed at Arab unity. 

Not only was the situation as such in Jordan and Palestine alone but it was 
so in Syria. Lebanon and all Arab countries whose people had participated in 
the Great Arab Revolt, after which direct and indirect colonial reign took 
place. This suppressed all national hopes and all means for expressing them. 

Coniinuaiion of Arab effort for unity after foreign occupation had left did 
not happen. Instead, what took place were changes enforced by the revolution 
of public communication .systems and circumstances imposed by narrow 
considerations rather than pan- Arab priorities. 

As for the continuation of the national independence process, and for 
buifding up Arab relations on national and social rather than on geographical 
bases .day after day these aspects have been increasingly ignored in most pans 
of our big Arab World regrettably making way for short-term and easier 
options. 


Why should the Housing Bank retain privileges? 


* By Fahed Fanek 


TEN YEARS ago Iordan felt 
the acuteness of the shortages 
in housing resulting from the 
natural high growth of pop- 
ulation and the influx of ref- 
ugees. 

At the same time the 
limited-income families found 
that buying or building a house 
became increasingly beyond 
their financial means. 

The government responded 
to this problem by establishing 
a specialised institution. (Hou- 
sing Bank) to alleviate the pro- 
blem by extending credit at 
reasonable interest rates and 
for 15 years to limited income 
individuals, and accordingly 
granted the bank certain adv- 
antages and exemptions which 
accumulated and increased 
over time. 

In 10 years, the Housing 
Bank emerged as a giant bank 
competing with other banks for 
deposits, loans, investments 
and all forms of banking txa- 
nsactibns. 

This article is to call on the 
government to reconsider 
these advantages and con- 
cessions in the light of the pre- 
sent situation. 

[f the Housing Bank is all- 
owed to operate like any other 
commercial bank, it must sub- 
mit to the same laws and reg- 
ulations that govern the ope- 
rations of such banks, and give 
up the unfair advantages pac- 
ked in its special law. 

- In ten years the Housing 
Bank grew in size to reach the 
second place among Jordanian 
banks, second only to Arab 
Bank. Competition is the dec- 
isive factor in banks adv- 
ancement or retreat but.... the 
simplest rule of competition is 


fair-play. The competitors 
‘ must play under the same uni- 
fied rules. This is not the case, 
the Housing Bank is competing 
with commercial banks on 
unequal basis. 

In theory, the Housing Bank 
takes the form of a public sha- 
reholding company, and its 
management conducts bus- 
iness with the flexibility and 
range given to a shareholding 
company. The Companies Law 
did give shareholding com- 
panies certain rights and obl- 
igations. The Housing Bank 
would like to take the adv- 
antages of shareholding com- 
panies without shouldering 
their duties and limitations. 

To sum up. if the Housing 
Bank would like to compete 
with commercial banks, and 
enjoy the flexibility of sha- 
reholding companies, it has to 
abide by the provisions of the 
Banks Law and Companies 
Law respectively, and give up 
the special advantages and 
exemptions, piles up in its spe- 
cial law. 

The Housing Bank loans to 
individuals became a sec- 
ondary activity compared to its 
other expanding activities as a 
bank of banks, extending credit 
to public and private cor- 
porations as well as com- 
mercial banks, establishing 
new companies and banks ins- 
ide Jordao and abroad, bui- 
lding huge and ultra modern 
office complexes, and ope- 
rating and investing in hotels 
etc. It is high time to reconsider 
the whole setup and revoke all 
or most of the advantages con- 
tained unnecessarily in the 
Housing Bank Law. leaving it 
to function as a normal bank 


.subject to the laws of banks, 
companies, income tax etc... 

If the government is keen 
about subsidising the interest 
rate on individual housing 
loans, by one or two per- 
centage points, it can do that 
directly, using a small pan of 
what it is currently subsidising 
shareholders (65 per cent for 
non-Jordanians). 

The unfair advantages bes- 
towed on the bank are. 1 think, 
in contradiction with the public 
interest, equality, banking pra- 
ctices and. sometimes, good 
business sense. 

Following are some of the 
advantages enjoyed by the 
Housing Bank: 

1- The Treasury and the 
Central Bank contributed one 
million dinars in the form of 
ordinary shares with no rights 
to dividends. The cost of this 
gesture is around 3 D 1 00,000 a 
year. (Articles 9 and 53). 

2- The following funds must 
be deposited with the Housing 
Bank irrespective of the wishes 
of their managements or own- 
ers (Article 14): 

a. Funds of Housing cor- 
porations. 

b. Funds of all housing co- 
operative societies. 

c. Loans and aid received by 
the government or its public 
corporations for the purpose of 
financing housing or con- 
struction projects. 

d. Cash deposits made to the 
order of the minister of ind- 
ustry and trade pursuant to the 
law of insurance companies. 

e. Funds of housing in all 
public corporations and gov- 
ernment departments. 


f. A percentage to be spe- 
cified by the' governor of the 
Central Bank of the total cash 
assets owned by the Post Office 
Saving Funds, Social Security 
Fund, Provident Funds. Ret- 
irements Funds in all public 
institutions. 

g. Any hinds owned by any 
public authority which the 
council of ministers may name 
at the recommendation of the 
Housing Bank board of dir- 
ectors. 

3- The bank is not under obl- 
igation to pay interest at the 
going rates on the above funds 
with the exception of the funds 
mentioned in (f) above. (Art- 
icle 15). 

4- Interest and prizes paid by 
the bank are tax exempt. 

3- AH Housing Bank inc- 
ome. whether distributed or 
retained is absolutely tax exe- 
mpt. (Article 16) 

6- The government gua- 

-ttees unconditionally all the 

joligations to third parties. 
The government has not to 
approve of these obligations in 
advance or even be consulted 
or advised about them. (Article 
17) 

7- The government gua- 
rantees a minimum of 6 per 
cent to the shareholders in any 
given year. Shareholders have 
the priority of above that limit 
up to 10 per cent p.a. after 
which the profits will belong to 
all shares equally. (Article 53 
(A)) 

8- If the government was cal- 
led upon to make up for the 
minimum guaranteed div- 
idends. such payments will not 
be treated as a loan to be rec- 


ouped from subsequent years 
profits in excess of the gua- 
ranteed limit. The bank is not 
under obligation to use its res- 
erves and income brought for- 
ward before calling on the gov- 
ernment. (Article 53 (E)) 

9- The rights and loans of the 
bank have the same priority 
given by law to the public funds 
and rights of the Treasury. The 
bank has a priority line on all 
assets of its debtors and their 
guarantors, irrespective of 
whether these assets were act- 
ually mortgaged to, the bank. 
(Article 60) 

10- The director general of 
the bank, by a simple letter, can 
instruct the Real Estate Dep- 
artment to mark the assets of 
the debtors and his guarantors 
as being seized for the benefit 
of the bank. (Article 61 B) 

1 1- All Housing Bank's tra- 
nsactions and deals have the 
priority over other transactions 
and must be dealt with first by 
all concerned. (Article 62) 

1 2- Courts will not look into 
any objections raised by bor- 
rowers of the bank or their gua- 
rantors or heirs, and in any case 
this should not delay steps 
taken by the Housing Bank 
against their assets, mortgaged 
or otherwise, unless the bank is 
actually paid cash in full, or if 
an absolute bank guarantee 
was submitted, covering the 
full debt involved, and payable 
within the maturity date spe- 
cified in the iriginal contract 
(Article 63) 

13- The Housing Bank is 
exempted from all taxes or fees 
or financial costs due to the 
Treasury, governmental ins- 
titutions. municipalities etc., 
which are related to the equity 


of toe Bank, its income, or pro- 
fits. or assets movable or oth- 
erwise. documents or contracts 
including revenue stamps. 
(Article 65 A) 

14- In spire of any provision 
in any other law. toe Housing 
Bank has the right to seize 30 
per cent of the salary of any 
employee and all his service 
end compensation, to collect 
bank's debt extended to such 
employee, even if toe debt is 
not due yet. (Article 68) 

1 5- All ministries of the state 
and public institutions are req- 
uired to provide the Housing 
Bank with all technical ass- 
istance that toe bank may need 
from lime to time. (Article 70) 

1 6- Nothing in the law would 
oblige the Bank to maintain the 
banking formulas imposed by 
the Central Bank on all com- 
mercial Banks. 

17- The Bank is not under 
obligation to deposit a per- 
centage of its deposits with the 
Central Bank without interest 
like other bank's competing for 
deposits in the market. 

IS- Any other law or reg- 
ulation is cancelled to the ext- 
ent it contradicts the provisions 
of the law of the Housing Bank. 
(Article 73) 

Under these advantages. 1 
am not surprised that the Hou- 
sing Bank has become the sec- 
ond bank in Jordan. 1 am sur- 
prised that the other banks are 
still surviving the heat. 

1 am pretty sure that this 
unreasonable situation will be 
corrected sooner or later, but it 
should be noted that the sooner 
the correction comes Lhe less 
damage is inflicted on the Jor- 
danian economy anJ the ban- 
king system. 



A tunnel kept Rafah people in touch 


By Galina Vromen 

Reuter 

RAFAH. Israeli-Occupied Gaza 
— Frustrated Arab residents dug a 
secret tunnel under the Egypiian- 
Israeli frontier in an abortive eff- 
ort to link this desert town which 
was carved in two by the Camp 
David peace treaty. 

The tunncL discovered by Isr- 
aeli soldiers this week, has hig- 
hlighted the plight of Rafah. an 
impoverished town of R5.000 
people. 

Since Israel returned the Sinaii 
Peninsula to Egypt under the tre- 
aty two years ago. Rafah has been 
divided by a 20- metre frontier 
strip, barbed wire fences and wat- 
chtowcrs. 

Angered by border regulations 
which make it costly and difficult 
to conduct business with residents 
on the other side, the people of 
Rafah went underground to mai- 
ntain contact. 

The tunnel, just big enough to 


crawl through, ran for 60 metres 
from an abandoned, mud-floored 
house on the Israeli side to a house 
arly visible in Egyptian Rafah. 

Israeli soldiers said the pri- 
ncipal users were probably smu- 
gglers. Rafah residents were rel- 
uctant to discuss the tunnel but 
suggested it might have been used 
as a “post box” to deliver items 
such as wedding dowries, money 
and mail to relatives on the other 
side. 

Tying plastic bags to a rope, 
smugglers pulled gold, money and 
hashish back and forth through 
the pipe. Israeli military officials 
said. 

An Israeli spokesman said it 
appeared the Egyptians had not 
known of the tunneL Egyptian 
soldiers could be seen shovelling 
in sand to seal the opening on their 
side of the frontier. 

Rafah was cut in two because 
the Camp David negotiators ado- 
pted a frontier line drawn in 1 906 


by the British and Turkish officials 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

To create a secure frontier. Isr- 
aeli bulldozers razed a strip of no 
man's land across the town, kno- 
cking down numerous homes. 

As relations between the two 
countries cooled, so too have the 
hopes of Rafah’ s residents that 
Egypt and Israel might agree on a 
way to re-draw the border and 
unite the town. 

“This is some peace.' 1 said Ali 
Shaar, a 13-year-old who helps 
run his family's grocery store. “ It 
means I rarely see my cousins (on 
the Egyptian side) or some of the 
friends 1 used to go to school 
with.” 

“Two years ago. they told us we 
would have no problem crossing, 
that we would gel special passes to 
go across whenever we wanted 
to." complained his father Ahmed 

But it costs most residents 5.000 
shekel (S25) in fees each time they 
cross the border. Some complain 


that recently Egyptian officials 
have turned back many visitors. 

Instead, families meet at the 
barbed wire dividing the town and 
shout greetings across the border. 
Authorities have stopped them 
using megaphones and relatives 
strain to hear each other. 

Hassan Mohammed Nachan. 
his wife and three of his grown 
children, waited on the Israeli side 
for his son in Egyptian Rafah to 
show up for a pre-arranged mee- 
ting. 

A nephew came instead. “He 
can’t make it today," he shouted 
across no man’s land. “Be here 
again tomorrow at 5:00 and he’ll 
try to come." 

Mr. Nachan and his sons cross 
the border about once a year. ** L- 
ife is pretty much the same on both 
sides.” said his son Amin. “We sell 
our oranges in Tel Aviv, and my 
brother on the other side sells his 
in {the Egyptian town of) Al 
Arish.” 


Nehru’s legacy is alive in troubled India 


By Frances Kerry 

Reuter 

NEW DELHI — Among museum 
copies of newspaper cuttings and 
formal portraits is a family sna- 
pshot of a small, serious-faced 
child clutching her father's hand, 
an early glimpse of the two people 
who have dominated Indian pol- 
itics since 1947. 

Jawaharlal Nehru died on May 
27. 1 964. twenty years later. Ind- 
ians arc nostalgic for their first 
post-independence leader and cri- 
tical of his daughter Indira Gan- 
dhi. in power almost continuously 
since his death. 

The driving force behind toe 
ruling Congress (1) Party. Mrs. 
Gandhi is finding her popularity, 
to be tested in elections due by 
January, at a low ebb. 

Communal unrest racks India. 
More than 200 people have died 
this year in Sikh-Hind u clashes in 
the northern state of Punjab, 
where Sikhs are demanding rel- 
igious and political concessions. In 
the last week, violence between 
Hindus and Muslims in and near 
Bombay has left more than 190 
dead so far. 


An angry press accuses Indians 
of forgetting freedom fighter 
Mahatma Gandhi's message of 
peace and says Prime Minister. 
Gandhi has abandoned the spirit 
of Nehru. 

The memory is indelible bec- 
ause “if Mahatma Gandhi was the 
architect of our freedom. Nehru 
was toe architect of free India." a 
former minister. Karan Singh, told 
Reuters. 

Against all the odds. Nehru uni- 
ted India, long divided by religion, 
caste and language, under the 
umbrella of democracy. “ He was 
an absolutely dedicated dem- 
ocrat," said Karan Singh. 

India became toe world’s lar- 
gest democracy and an industrial 
power. With Tito of Yugoslavia 
and Nasser of Egypt, Nehru fou- 
nded the Non-Aligned Movement 
and gave developing countries a 
measure of clout in international 
politics. 

But the early dreams have sou- 
red. Despite Nehru's egalitarian 
Socialism, an ideal Gandhi inh- 
erited. 300 million of India's total 
7QQ million live below the poverty 
line. The factories. Nehru’s “new 
temples of India", have-brought 


the new problems of urban ove- 
rcrowding and pollution. 

The untouchables, who belong 
to no caste, arc still ill-treated, 
bonded labour continues, and cor- 
ruption is rife in political life. 

. Even Charan Singh, veteran 
politician, leader of the Lok Dal 
opposition party and critic of both 
Nehru and Mrs. Gandhi, is nos- 
talgic about the early post- 
independence years. 

At least Nehru had good int- 
entions, Mrs. Gandhi has none at 
all, he told Reuters. 

“Nehru’s memory has been 
sanctified." said one political ana- 
lyst. likening nostalgia for Nehru 
to that felt by Americans for Pre- 
sident John Kennedy, ass- 
assinated in September. 1 963. 

“There was a certain dis- 
enchantment with them at the 
time of thier deaths, but now they 
are seen as clean, idealistic pol- 
iticians who have no match 
today.” he added. 

Karan Singh said: “The major 
difference between our age 3nd' 
Nehru's is the decline in public 
standards. Politicians now lack the 
ennobling cxpercice of the fre- 


edom struggle." 

For K.R. Narayanan, former 
Indian ambassador to Washington 
and Peking, the major change is a 
loss of idealism. “Nehru was a 
one-man campaigner for certain 
values, ideas. He ceaselessly lee- 
’tured the whole of India, like a 
school master," he said. 

"In the last 20 years, people 
have become more drawn to par- 
ticular issues. Their vision has nar- 
rowed to immediate problems. 
Nehru kept people’s sights aimed 
high." he added. 

But Mr. Narayanan thought it 
unfair to compare Nehru and Mrs. 
Gandhi. There has not been a 
change of ideology, just a change 
of political and economic cir- 
cumstances." he said, adding that 
Mrs. Gandhi was still the only pol- 
itician matching Nehru. 

Referring to her recent visit to 
riot-tom Bombay, where she tal- 
ked to both Hindus and Muslims. 
Mr. Narayanan said: “No opp- 
osition leader could do that. That 
secular. all-India approach is a 
Nehru heritage." 

For all her critics. Mrs. Gandhi 
still dominates Indian politics. 


Brussels ties strings 
to EEC foreign aid 

The EEC seems likely to insist that assistance given to developing 
countries under a new Lome Convention be used for productive 
projects rather than to relieve balance of payments pressures. Ivo 


BRUSSELS — The hazy outline 
of the next five-year trade and aid 
pact between the EEC and 64 Afr- 
ican. Caribbean and Pacific 
(ACP) countries has begun to 
emerge from recent ministerial 
negotiations in Fiji. For the dev- 
eloping world, the picture it paints 
is bleak. 

Following closely on last 
month’s (April) deadlock in Was- 
hington over S9 billion in new 
funds for the International Dev- 
elopment Association, the World 
Bank's soft loan arm, toe ACP 
nations now feel the EEC is tig- 
htening its grip on the terms of a 
successor to the second Lome 
Convention — once viewed as a 
model of aid without strings. 

Mr. Edgard Pisani, the EEC 
development commissioner, made 
clear in Brussels that strings are 
now being firmly attached, in line 
with a generally more hard-nosed 
attitude to aid in the West these 
days. Asked baldly whether the 
EEC simply did not trust African 
states to spend funds productively, 
he replied with uncharacteristic 
frankness that this “hit the nail on 
the head." 

The message also appears to be 
getting through to ACP countries, 
which have resisted Mr. Pisani* s 
call for a “dialogue on policies” as 
unwarranted interference with 
sovereign states and contrary to 
the spirit of the original Lome 
Convention. 

At the talkfc however, it seemed 
that ACP countries were giving 
ground by conceding that better 
management of aid was needed. 
Mr. Hugh Shearer, the ACP cou- 
ncil president, went further with a 
promise to discuss amendments to 
existing articles in the treaty to 
accommodate the EEC request. 

In part at least, the ACP con- 
cessions are rooted in the wea- 
knesses of their negotiating pos- 
ition and their desperate need for 
a generous deal. The combination 
of economic pressures born of the 
world recession has left them 
weaker today than when the first 
Lome Convention came into force 
in 1 975. According to World 
Bank reports. GDP growth in 
low-income African countries, for 
example, has fallen from 3.5 per 
cent in the early 1 970s to less than 
one per cent today. 

The drop in world primary 
commodity prices in 1 9X1 -82. 
though now somewhat recovered, 
has been more than enough to 
cancel the benefits nf EEC trade 
preferences awarded under the 
Convention. And while food self- 
sufficiency has declined, dev- 
elopment spending by the maj- 
ority of EEC status remains far 
from the 0.7 per cent of GNP tar- 
get set by the U.N. 

Mr. Pisani*s solution, tacitly 
endorsed by the Ten. is to re- 
orientate development pro- 
grammes away from major pre- 
stige projects — cathedrals in the 
desert, as he calls them — towards 
greater emphasis on food self- 
sufficiency, intra-ACP trade and 
regional planning. 

As a means of persuading rec- 


alcitrant states to toe (he line, the 
EEC is expected to increase the 
reserve section of the Lome bud- 
get from ttscurrcm 13 percent to 
25 per cent. This would enable the 
Community to reward col- 
laborators with the Policy Dia- 
logue principle with extra cash 
from the Lome treasure chest. , . 

These include agreement to dis- 
cuss at ad hoc meetings ACP com- 
plaints over the EECs int- 
erpretation of the convention 
after signature, the treatment of 
ACP students and migrant wor- 
kers in Europe and the imp- 
lications of Spanish and Por- 
tuguese accession to the EEC. 

There also appears to be Jess 
controversy over the EEC's dem- 
and for a reference to human 
rights in the new treaty, in the pas: 
strongly resisted by the ACP wit- 
hout parallel reference to rights in 
South Africa. 

The most contentious rem- 
aining points to be negotiated cen- 
tre on the use of Stabex funds, all- 
ocated to compensate for poor 
commodity prices, and the size of 
the total package itself. 

On Stabex. the EEC is insisting 
that money given under the fund 
be used to develop the commodity 
itself and not. for example, to rel- 
ieve balance of payments pre- 
ssures. Tins is strongly resisted by 
the ACP countries. 

As to the amount of funds ava- 
ilable for (he next five-year con- 
vention. ail that has been ind- 
icated is that these will at least 
match the ECU6 billion (S4.N3 
million) spent last time. However. 
ACP countries argue vigorously 
that they should at least be all- 
owed to discuss the criteria on 
which the final decision is taken. 

Papulation growth and inf- 
lation. for example, suggest that 
EEC transfers should be increased 
by at least 25 per cent to maintain 
spending at a rate of 54 per capita. 
Some development specialists 
argue that a minimum of ECU 1 0 
billion is needed just to stand still. 

One recently published review 
argues cogently that much greater 
attention should he paid to the 
relaxation of trade restrictions as a 
means of boosting the developing 
world. 

Ousting the Washington-based 
International Food Policy Res- 
earch Institute, the survey argues 
that a 50 per cent reduction in 
OECD trade barriers would inc- 
rease Third World exports by 
about 1 1 per cel. or S3 billion a 
year ( 1977 ) prices), equal to more 
than half the total Lome allocation 
over the past five years. 

No amount of Mr. Pisanf s most 
eloquent reasoning can easily jus- 
tify to the ACP recent EEC dec- 
isions to allow a boom in domestic 
sugar production, the stifling last 
year of Kenya's embryo str- 
awberry exports nr current att- 
empts to cut existing ACP beet 
quotas. 

“With the one hand." said one 
world-weary ACP ambassador. 
“The EEC giveth. with the other it 
taketh away." — Financial Times 
news feature. 
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2000-year old methods 
to modernise W. Deserts 


By Robin Reeves' 

A remarkable transformation is 
taking place in Egypt's Western 
Desert, the area where just over 
40 years ago Montgomery's Eig- 
hth Army and Rommel" s Axis for- 
ces fought for control of the Seuz 
Canal and Middle East oil sup- 
plies. 

All along the coastal belt str- 
etching 300 miles from Ale- 
xandria to the Libyan border, 
olive groves and fig and almond 
orchards are springing up in the 
desert scrubland, houses are rep- 
lacing tents, and tractors are bec- 
oming as common as camcis and 
donkeys. 

The change reflects the com- 
bined efforts of the Egyptian gov- 
ernment and the U.N. World 
Food Programme, sustained over 
more than 20 years, to persuade 
the region's 250.000 Bedouin tri- 
besmen in abandon their tra- 
ditional norriadic life and settle 
down as farmers. 

Changing the living pattern nf a 
millenium is not easy. "When wc 
first approached the Bedouin enc- 
ampments. they used to run off 
into the desert like gazelles." Mr. 
vlohamed Allam. the project’s 
director, recalls. Even when he 
and his siatt gained their con- 
fidence. the Bedouin took a long 
ti ne to be com inccJ. 

Vow. however, the programme 
has taken off. Some 15.000 fam- 
ilies have settled already, and a 
further 15.000 are in the process 
of doing so. 

The Bedouins are essentially 
sheep producers who travel the 
Jcsert to ensure an adequate sup- 
ply of two essential co nmnditics: 
water and grazing. Of the two. 
water is the more vital. 

Rainfall is not completely un- 
known in the region. A belt str- 
etching up to 70 kilometres inland 
from the coast usually receives 
about 150 mm of rain in about 
seven showers a year between 
November and March, which the 
Bedouin have traditionally used to 
grow a quick crop of barley for 
food and feed purposes. The rains, 
however, can tail, as in 19N2 when 
disaster was only averted by 500 
tonnes of fresh seed supplied by 
the U.N. Fond and Agriculture 
Organisation. 

Tlte settlement programme is 
based on encouraging the Bed- 
ouin to harness the limited rai- 
nfall. Building small reservoirs is 
one method, but the Romans dev- 
eloped the most practicable ans- 
wer 2.000 years ago: underground 
cisterns. 

These are large underground 
caverns, hollowed out of the dcs-’ 1 
ert rock and lined with an imp- 
ermeable material — these days, 
cement. Sited in the right spot, 
they fill up quickly in a reasonable 
downpour, and. like a well, pro- 
vide enough water to meet a fam- 
ily's agricultural and personal 
needs all the year round. 

At first. Mr. Allam and his team 
tried giving cash incentives to the 


Bedouin families to restore a derr 
elict Roman cistern, of which 
there are 5.000 in the region, or to 
dig their own: but the money often 
ended up being used for other 
purposes. Success came with the 
introduction of World Food Pro- 
gramme rations as an incentive for 
carrying out the work. 

Each Bedouin family opting to 
settle is required, first, to build a 
cistern of 300 cubic metres, which 
holds enough water to irrigate five 
acres of fruit trees and meet other 
needs for three years; and second, 
to construct storm dykes across 
their planned orchard at one-acre 
intervals, to slow rainfall run-off 
and allow more water to seep into 
the soil. 

Once settled, they receive title 
to the land at a token price — 200 
acres maximum — and access to 
loans and marketing schemes thr- 
ough a local co-operative, of 
which there are now some 500 in 
the region. 

Crucially, the scheme does not 
undermine Bedouin pride and 
independence. The WFP aid — 
wheat flour, edible oil. canned 
meat, fish or cheese and dried 
skim milk — is strictly rationed on 
the basis of man-days required to 
complete the hard work involved, 
and also sold at 25 percent of local 
equivalent prices. 

The resulting revenue goes 
towards helping with the housing 
costs, a ram breeding station to 
improve the quality of the Bed- 
ouin's merino-type barki sheep, 
the expansion of a nursery for fruit 
trees, and other associated pro- 
jects. 

Most olive seedlings arc pre- 
sently imported from Spain bec- 
ause they have a 22 per cent oil 
yield compared with the local var- 
iety’s eight percent. The aim is lo 
move to self-sufficiency with a 
nursery output of 300.000 see- 
dlings a year. 

The cash income benefits are 
also not immediate. It is three 
years before the Fig trees start fru- 
iting and a seven-year wait for the 
olives, during which time they 
must be constantly watered, but 
they provide the Bedouin family 
with an anchor and prospects of 
improvement. 

Average income is difficult to 
measure, but Mr. Allam estimates 
that it has improved threefold to 
S430 a year as a result of the sch- 
eme. 

One clear sign of greater pro- 
sperity has been a trebling in the 
region's sheep population to 1.4 
million head, creating ove- 
rstocking problems. Consequently 
the government has lifted its meat 
export ban to allow 1 50.000 sheep 
a year to be shipped — at $3 a kilo 
live — to Saudi Arabia, where the 
barki is a prized delicacy. 

For the future it is intended to 
extend the settlement programme 
inland by developing 100-acrc 
range farms, rather than orchards, 
using more nutritious desert fod- 
der varieties — Financial Times 
news Feature. 


Reshaping vocational training for the eighties 


AS THE world population heads 
far over five billion by I y90. dem- 
and for training related to emp- 
loyment and careers is only exp- 
ected to grow. 

There is already evidence of a . 
world-wide long-term trend tow- 
ards gradually building up com- 
prehensive life-long education 
and training systems as well as 
other training opportunities thr- 
oughout working life, due to str- 
uctural and technological changes 
that compel individuals to keep 
abreast of developments and so 
change careers more than once 
during their lifetime, a recent Int- 
ernational Labour Office (ILO) 
survey found. 

Vocational training is the lar- 
gest single technical co-operation 
programme of the ILO and bet- 
ween 1972 and 1981 it accounted 
for 36.7 per cent nf all technical 
co-operation funds. 

To face the challenge of the 
coming decade, the ILO Training 
Department has carried nut an 
in-depth review of its vocational 
training programme. Over 400 
representatives of governments, 
research and training institutions 
and employers’ and workers’ org- 
anisations were interviewed in 44 
countries. 32 of them in the Third 
World. 

Forty representative training 


projects were assessed, and tKe 
ILO made a joint evaluation with 
the United Nations Development 
Programme of training in seven 
countries. 

Key sectors 

“One of the most noticeable 
trends detected in the opinion sur- 
vey was the strong emphasis cou- 
ntries are placing on sectoral app- 
roaches to training." the review 
states. “All countries are con- 
centrating on ensuring a con- 
tinuous supply of trained man- 
power for such key sectors as con- 
struction. transport, energy and 
water as well as for their leading 
industries, particularly those pro- 
ducing for export.” 

In view of high unemployment 
and underemployment, almost all 
developing countries and some 
industrialised countries intend to 
give more attention to vocational 
training and further training act- 
ivities which could lead to self- 
employment and to increased 
employment and expansion of 
micro and small-scale enterprises. 

the review says. 

In the Third World, it notes, a 
large percentage of the population 
has had no access to education (60 
per cent in 1980 according to 
UNESCO estimates), so “new 


contents and methods of training 
will have to be found to transmit 
useful skills to large numbers of 
illiterates, semi-litcratcs and sch- 
ool drop-outs, both in the interest 
of nation building and for their 
own self-fulfilment.” This, at pre- 
sent. remains an untapped res- 
ource. 

Though some long-term tra- 
ining activities were considered to 
be necessary, most interviewees 
from developing countries str- 
essed that the major emphasis 
should be on short and specific tra- 
ining courses directly geared to 
meet immediate needs and relieve 
skill bottlenecks. Most farmers, 
rural workers and artisans could 
not afford to leave their work for 
long periods of lime, but were 
ready to enrol in multiple short 
courses if these were directly rel- 
evant to their work and if they saw 
productivity and earnings could be 
improveJ in the short term. 

Problems 

But almost all developing cou- 
ntries faced perennial problems in 
recruiting, training and retaining 
personnel responsible for voc- 
ational training. “Particularly in 
the less-developed countries, gra- 
duates from instructor training 
centres were irresistibly attracted 
bv the better salaries and career 


prospects offered by industry.” 
the review found. “Almost all 
developing countries agreed that 
in the long run only good salaries 
and working conditions would 
remedy the situation.” 

One major problem in many 
countries arises because voc- 
ational training is often con- 
sidered a second-rate alternative 
to other educational streams. 
“Lack of information on the rea- 
lities of skilled work is one of the 
main factors that has helped lo 
discredit blue-collar work and 
consequently vocational tra- 
ining.” 

But the review adds; “The sti- 
gma of blue-collar work docs not 
pose any problem to the very poor 
with Hule or no literacy. To have 
any job at all. they are quite wil- 
ling to accept work that is dirty, 
boring, difficult and even dan- 
gerous." 

Taking into account these and 
other findings nf the review, the 
ILO has drawn up a com- 
prehensive- programme for ihe 
eighties, including proposals for a 
world conference on training. 

Boosting opportunities for 
women is a common concern in all 
countries, the ILO review states. 
” In many countries, women's par- 
ticipation in training is limited to a 
narrow range of occupations for 


relatively low level skills and res- 
ponsibility leading to less pay. job 
security, mobility and career pro- 
spects. The problem is oven more 
serious for disadvantaged groups 
of women, such as the rural and 
urban poor.” 

The ILO also proposes mea- 
sures to train refugees for self- 
reliance and to provide skill tra- 
ining for migrants in both ind- 
ustrialised countries and in the 
developing countries of Africa. 
Asia. Latin America and the Mid- 
dle East. 

All the countries questioned 
saw a need for research to help 
make a realistic assessment of tra- 
ining requirements and to rei- 
nforce the ILO's operational act- 
ivities in this area as well as to 
build up an inter-regional sysic n 
for exchange of information in the 
training ticld. 

Rural development 

Developing countries, almost 
without exception, intend to all- 
ocate larger resources to rural 
development, aimed particularly 
at meeting the. basic needs of the 
poorest and often largest groups 
of the population, the review ind- 
icated. ** Priority areas where voc- 
ational training is required are: 
production, processing and mar- 
keting of food: rural ele- 


ctrification; fishing; forestry and 
wood processing; maintenance 
and repair of rural equipment and 
machines, including production of 
simple tools and farm equipment: 
building and construction of inf- 
rastructures; water supply and irr- 
igation and handicrafts.” it says. 

The ILO has drawn up a wide- 
ranging package of proposals on 
vocational training for key sectors., 
small-scale enterprises, rural 
areas and the informal sector of 
artisans and craft workers — con- 
sidered by most of the people que- 
stioned as "one of the major cha- 
llenges for national training bod- 
ies". 

AH countries expect the ILO to 
continue its leading international 
role in vocational training,, the rev- 
iew’ found. But industrialised 
countries are particularly int- 
erested in improving the flow of 
information, while developing 
nations put the e nphasis on direct 
technical co-ope ration. "All dev- 
eloping countries expressed the 
need for increased international, 
regional and imcr-rcgional co- 
operation." the review says. 

At its February- vfarch session, 
the ILO Governing Body dis- 
cussed the review and approved of 
it as a basis for future dev- 
elopment nf ILO activities in this 
field. — ILO features. 


Keeping drylands productive marks 
worldwide desertification sweep 


Improving crops such as chickpeas and millet is ungia nnrous work. 
Yet these and other obscure plants feed those who live in the world’s 
drylantls. where &5U million people arc threatened by the process nf 
" desertification ". ,4m India-based international organisation is str- 
uggling to keep the drylands productive. 


By Radhakrishna Rao 

HYDERABAD. India — Despite 
the fact that it threatens some N50 
million people and an area larger 
than all Africa, the slow process of 
••desertification" is not a gla- 
norous global problem. 

This is because the processes 
which turn good land into was- 
teland involve mostly poor, pol- 
itically powerless people living on 
little-known crops such as pigeon 
peas. losing their topsoil to the 
steady, undramatic process of ero- 
sion. So politicians have been wil- 
ling to dedicate very liule money 
to the struggle against des- 
enifitcaiion. 

It is appropriate then that one of 
the leading organisations in this 
struggle — the. International 
Crops Research- *1 nstiturc fr»fw 
Semi-Arid Tropics (1CRISAT) — 
should also be a low-budget, ung- 
lamorous institution. 

Based in the southern Indian 
ciLy of Hyderabad, it is dedicated 
to research which can improve yie- 
lds of the five staple crops of the 
world’s semi-arid and arid reg- 
ions: sorghum, millet, chickpea, 
pigeon pea and groundnut (pea- 


nut). Sorghum and millet arc 
hardy cereal grasses which thrive 
in dry climates where wheat and 
rice cannot. Chickpeas and pigeon 
peas are legumes which, eaten 
with a cereal, provide' all the 
amino acids humans require. 

Because they arc largely grown 
lor food rather than for cash, nat- 
ional and international agr- 
icultural programmes have paid 
them scam attention, according to 
World Bank studies. 

Bui these crops arc crucial to 
surv ival in the world* s drylands. In 
many such areas, per capita food 
production has been sinking ste- 
adily over the past decade. But 
these poor farmers cannot afford 
the fertilisers or irrigation which 
their wealthier counterparts use to 
produce cash crops. They rely on. 
pnreliaWe rains- -ur support 'iifre 
crop a year. 

To improve their chance. ICR- 
ISAT. in conjunction with the Ind- 
ian Council for Agricultural Res- 
earch and Andhra Agricultural 
University, has come up with a 
new approach to land and water 
management. The new technique 
involves a mix of furrowed and 
unfurrowed patches in fields 


which decreases erosion and all- 
ows rainy season runoff to be col- 
lected in storage tanks for use in 
the dry season. 

Under the best condi- ions. this 
system can increase yields fiv- 
efold. If all the agricultural fields 
in the Indian semi-arid zones were 
to be cultivated fn this way. inc- 
reased production could keep 
abreast ot population growth and 
generate an extra income nf $N00 
million. ICR! SAT figures. 

Another ICRISAT application 
is a highly efficient bullock — 
drawn implement called the 
“Tropicultof” . Designed by world 
renowned French engineer Jean 
Nolle, whose life mission has been 
to devise low-cost farm equ- 
ipment. the Tropicultor can be 
used to plough, ridge, harrow, 
sow, fertilise or level ground alm- 
ost as efficiently as tractor-drawn 
machinery. A Hyderabad factory 
is now mass-producing Tro- 
picultor to make it available for 




samples: 
1 7,000 strains of sorghum. 1 1 .255 
varieties of millet and 7.000 lines 
of groundnut. A new ICRISAT 
millet type promises the farmer a 
cheap alternative to hybrid miller. 
It was in ICRISAT s Sahelian res- 
earch station in Niamey, Niger, 
that this mildew and mould- 
resistant variety was developed. 


Hoeing millet in Niger: Farmers 
photo) 

ICRISAT s research is not jus! 
jl amt seeds. The institute has a 
ranrvy of -sinologists’ and aht- 
ropologist* in scmiarid farming 
villages in Ihe Indian states of 
Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra 
to study how the people farm and 
live. Understanding the attitudes 
and habits of marginal farmers is 
essential for the success of the 
campaign against desertification. 

So far this campaign has taken 
inadequate account of the dryland 


race to get their crop ready for rains which may not co me ( Karthscan 


farmers whose lives and liv- 
elihoods are at stake. Government 
elites, living in cities anil ■ con- 
cerned with industrialisation and 
foreign exchange, have given little 
attention to the rural poor and the 
loss of land. 

fn May this year Dr. Mostafa 
Tolba. executive director of the 
U.N. Environment Programme, 
will announce in Nairobi that 
seven years' efforts to halt the spr- 
ead of wastelands have been a vir- 


tual failure. Land is being lost at 
an cvcr-increasing rate, yet there 
is noshortage of scientific and Tec- 
hnical solutions. The real cha- 
llenge is one of finding methods of 
improving yields based on locally 
available materials at costs the 
subsistence farmer can afford. 

ICRISATs successes may 
make no “Green Revolution'' 
headlines, but they offer a ray of 
hope in the war on wastelands. — 
Eanhscan feature. 
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Restaurant 

TAIWAN 
TOURISTTO 

3rd Circle. JibaJ Amman 
Opp- Akilah Hospital 
Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Pol 
Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. - midnight 

TdL 41093 . 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 
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'* Executive Jet Charter 
* Aircraft Maintenance 
Middle East and Europe 
For details and reservations 
Can Tel. 91994, 94434. 93486 
(24 hr»). 

The 26608 WINGS JO 
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AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 

Amman 


Tel. 661922 P.0. Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road i 
Near Hoiidaydnn Hotel 


Aqaba - 

Tel. 4633 P.O! Box 59B 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 




SCANON/VIAN 

SHOWROOM 

☆Living rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 
* Bedroom sets 

☆ Wall units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆ClubS for children f , 

☆Modem Danish design 

☆ Ffeather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Hornes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

TcL 663890 Civil defence street 
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Delicious Cuisine. 
Fresh Fish 
Lebanese Mezzas 
Excellent Service 

%S.Te\: 842171 
842172 
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OFFICE FURNITURE 

FINNISH GLASS & 
CHINESEWARE 

Rainbow St., 
Comer of CMS School 
Ent ranee 
Tel: 39494 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT! 

ABOVE HOMMI 
t SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
_ restaurant 
in Aqaba 
Take away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 1 1 ,30 - 3:30 - and 6:30 
* 11:00 

AQABA, TeL 4415 
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McEnroe to face qualifier 
French Open 1st round 


PARIS (R) — Top seed John McEnroe will have to 
wait to learn the identity of his first round opponent - 
after being matched against a qualifier in Saturday’s 
French Open Tennis Championship draw. 


The Wimbledon Champion, 
who has seldom been seen at his 
best on clay in the past, has shown 
a liking for Lhe surface this year 
which augurs well for his hopes of 
being the first American to win the 
title since Tony Trabert in 1955. 

McEnroe is in the same half of 
the draw as U.S. Open Champion 
Jimmy Connors, and the two will 
meet in the semifinals of the sin- 
gles which begin on Monday if 
they can surpass last year's efforts 
when.they were both knocked out 
at the quarter-final stage. 

Connors, seeded third, faces 
compatriot Eric Fromm in the first 
round, while reigning champion 
Yannick Noah kicks off his title 
defence against another Ame- 
rican, Mark Dickson. 

Noah, who thrilled the nation 
when he became the first Fre- 
nchman to win the title since Mar- 
cel Bernard in 1946. is seeded 
sixth but has been hampered in his 
preparation by an abdominal 
muscle strain. 

Czechoslovak Ivan Lendl, still 
chasing his first Grand Slam title, 
is seeded second and takes on 
American Matt Mitchell. 

Bernard, who made the draw at 
Roland Garros, gave Sweden's 
fourth seeded Mats Wfiander. 


champion in 1982 and runner-up 
last year, what should be an easy 
passage when he paired him with 
Australian Wally Masur. 

. Fellow Swede Henrik Sun- 
dstrom, Wilander’s conqueror in 
the Monte Carlo Open final last 
month and again in Hamburg, 
takes on Chile's Alvaro FiUol. 

In-form Spaniard Juan Agu- 
ilera. victor in Hamburg, was pai- 
red against Mfloslav Mecir of Cze- 
choslovakia and is set to meet 
Wilander in the last 16. if tile see- 
dings hold good. 

Martina Navratilova, seeking to 
complete a Grand Slam of Wim- 
bledon, Australian. U.S. and 
French titles, was drawn against' 
Nathalie Tauziat of France, who 
qualified with a 'Wild Card*. 

Philippe Chattier. President of 
both International -and French 
Tennis Federations, said the 
two-week tournament had att- 
racted all but five of the top 20 
men and all but four of the top 20 
women. “Never have the French 
Championships been so strong," 
he said. 

While Navratilova bids for the 
■Grand Slam, chief rival Chris 
Evert-Lloyd sets her sights on a 
sixth French title which would 
beat the record she shares with 


Australian Margaret Court. 

The number two seed opens 
against West German Heidi Est- 
erlehner. while third-seeded Hana 
Mandlikova, in the same half of 
the draw as former compatriot 
Navratilova, tunes up with a 
match against South Korean Duk 
Hee Lee. 

Fourth seed Andrea Jaeger was 
paired with fellow American 
‘Jamie Goldar. 

The women's draw was made by 
West German Steffi Graf and 
France's Pascale Parhdis two of 
the tournament’s youngest pla- 
yers. 

At the other end of the age 
scale. 37 : year-old Romanian Hie 
Nastase, French Open champion 
in 1973 but a ‘Wild Card* entry 
nowadays, was given a tough first 
round draw against experienced 
Jose Higueras. The Spaniard, see- 
ded 12th, reached the semifinals 
last year. 


Olympic chief to fly to Moscow 
in last bid to reverse boycott 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (R) — 
■The head of the Olympic mov- 
ement, Juan Antonio Samaranch, 
. is to fly to Moscow next week in a 
last-ditch- effort to reverse the 
Soviet- led boycott of the Los 
Angeles Games. 

Highly-placed sources in Lau- 
sanne, headquarters of the Int- 
ernational Olympic Committee 
(IOC), said the IOC president 
would fly to Moscow in the middle 
of next week, though h was not yet 
clear on which day he would tra- 
vel. 

■ He will be accompanied by 
Mario Vazquez Rana, President 
of the Association of National 
Olympic Committees (ANOC), 
and Primo Nebiolo, President of 
the Association of Summer Oly- 
mpic Sports Federations, the sou- 
rces added. 

- There was no immediate ind- 
ication whether Samaranch would 
be making bis visit at the request 
of Soviet leader Konstantin Che- 


rnenko or whether he planned to 
travel on his own initiative. 

He sought an early meeting with 
Chernenko soon after the Soviet 
withdrawal bom the Los Angeles 
Games was announced on May 8 
but received no official response 
to his request. 

A total of 11 nations have joi- 
ned the Soviet Uaion in pullin g 
out of the games, citing concern 
for the safety of their athletes in 
Los Angeles. 

The sources would not say whe- 
ther Samaranch planned to have 
talks with Chernenko or with 
Marat Gramov. head of the Soviet 
National Olympic Committee. 

After an emergency meeting 
here last week attended by tbe 
IOC, the Los Angeles organisers 
and tbe Soviet committee, Gra- 
mov said Moscow’s decision was 
irrevocable. 


There was no sign of optimism 
at the IOC headquarters Sat- 
urday. The sources quoted Sam- 
aranch as saying: ‘Tm very rea- 
listic. But I said we would fight 
until the last minute and we shalL" 

Samaranch, a former Spanish 
ambassador in Moscow, returned 
to Lausanne on Thursday from 
tal ks in Prague with sportsofficials 
from 11 communist countries. 

The nine members of tbe IOC 
executive board were gathering in 
Lausanne for a three-day meeting 
starting on Monday. 

Peter Ueberroth, head of the 
Los Angeles Organising Com- 
mittee, will also attend. 

The board will meet rep- 
resentatives of the international 
sports federations who must now 
revise the Los Angeles Games 
schedule and entry lists in tbe abs- 
ence of the Soviet Union and 
other nations. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


Regional office in Amman, requires the services of a Jor- 
danian national, executive secretary, with minimum of five 
years experience, who must have the following qua- 
lifications: 

— Fluent in English/Arabic 

— Dictation/dictaphone 

— Typing/telex operation 

— Shorthand/filing 

— Office administration. 

All applicants nust bring typed resunelC.V. 

Interviews will be held between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Sun- 
day May, 27, through Tuesday, May 29, 1984, at 
LOCKHEED CORPORATION OFFICES 

12th floor, new Housing Bank Building, Shmeisani. 


N. Ireland wins last ever British Championship 


GLASGOW (R) — A mag- 
nificent 36th minute equaliser by 
Arsenal striker Tony Woodcock 
earned England a 1-1 draw aga- 
inst Scotland in the t02ud int- 
ernational between the two nat- 
ions at Hampden Park here Sat- 
urday. 

Woodcock's glorious left- foot 
shot high into Lhe net from 22 met- 
res cancelled out Mark McGhee's 
13th minute opener and left Eng- 
land narrowly ahead 40-39 with 
23 draws in the world's oldest int- 
ernational soccer fixture. 

The result left Northern Ireland 


as winners of the last-ever British 
Championship. They finished top 
on goal difference after all four 
countries finished level on three 
points. 

With Wales filling second place, 
England and Scotland, who jointly 
decided they were no longer int- 
erested in playing their so-called 
weaker neighbours, were left lan- 
guishing in the embarrassing rote 
of also-rans. 

Ironically, the two teams pro- 
duced one of the best int- 
ernationals of recent years despite 
both being weakened by injuries 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
REQUIRED 

AKahanem Trading and Contracting Co. Ltd. requires 
urgently a full-time executive secretary with long exp- 
erience and excellent command of English. 

Applicants may attend to the Co. offices In Prince 
Mohammad SL Tel. 38209, 29466 


and withdrawals. 

' .The largely inexperienced Eng- 
land side enjoyed the bulk of pre- 
ssure in the first half but had to 
withstand a tremendous assault 
after the interval as the Scots ign- 
ored the driving rain to lay siege 
on Peter Shilton's goal. 

Roared on by almost the entire 
•75.000 crowd — England’s inf- 
amous followers are always con- 
spicuous by their absence in Gla- 
sgow — Scotland created more 
than enougb chances to pull level 
overall and clinch the cha- 
mpionship in- the process. 

Scotland's opener had “made in 


Aberdeen" stamped all over it. 
Little Gordon Strachan crossed 
from' the right and McGhee out- 
jumped Graham Roberts to head 
powerfully last Shilton. Sadly for 
Aberdeen, Strachan and McG- 
hee will be playing for Man- 
chester United and Hamburg res- 
pectively next season. 

England’s equaliser was even 
better. Woodcock received the 
ball wide on the right, cut inside 
Willie Miller and unleashed a fer- 
ocious left-footer from Lhe edge of 
the box which flew high into the 
net past the despairing arms of Jim 
Leighton. 


JUST AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

Two new fully furnished apartments in Shmeisani area, both con- 
sisting of one large bedroom, saloon, dining area, fully fitted kitchen, 
bathroom etc. 

Newly furnished with Danish furniture, central heating, electricity, 
and water included in rent 

For more information please call tel: 667832 


Maradona’s future with 
Barcelona in doubt 

RAnrFinNA Snaifl fRl — “There’s been a lot of speculation 

IS**** “'r'l'WS 

England soccer international I ^d teave B^tor^he wd 
Terry Venables as their new coach Friday before leaving Sjmuo with 
has prompted speculation that his team for a tour of the U.S. and 
Argentine striker Diego Mar- Canada, 
adona may leave the Spanish club -- The stocky striker has come 
to play in Italy. under fire for his record this sca- 

Venables, 41, currently tbe son which included several abs- 
manager of London side Queen’s ences through ‘“jury £ 

Park Rangers, signed a two-year three- month match ban for ha 
contract with Barcelona’s dir- part m an ugly brawl between 
■ TCtors Friday night after a week of opposing players m a cup final ear- 
detailed negotiations. ^ er this month. 

“I’ve signed for an important 


.club, whichLlike-me. is very amb- 
itious," Venables later told rep- 
orters. 

But news of his signing was coo- 
lly received by Barcelona’s 
eight-million- dollar star Mar- 
adona who is believed to be unh- 
appy about the recent decision to 
quit by fellow- Argentine Cesar 
[.Luis MenottL the club's current 
manager. 

’Personally, the English style of 
football doesn’t- suit me,” Mar- 
adona was quoted as saying Fri- 
day. 

A press spokesman for Mar- 
adona. whose contract still has 
four years to run. told Reuters a 
representative of Italian club Nap- 
les would meet Barcelona pre- 
sident Jose. Luis Nunez Saturday 
to offer between seven and eight 
million dollars for Maradona. 

But a Barcelona spokesman 
said: “We have no interest in tra- 
nsferring him." 

But Maradona has kept rep- 
orters guessing about his future. 


Barcelona lost the cup to Bas- 
que side Athletic Bilbao who also 
clinched the League Cha- 
mpionship this season. 

The arrival of Venables, who 
has used some of the techniques of 
European soccer to take Queen's 
Park Rangers from the English 
second division to the first, is exp- 
ected to bring some changes to 
Barcelona's training methods. 


Jordan beats 
Iraq 2-1 in 

polo match 

ZARQA (J.T.) — The Jor- 
danian Polo team beat the vis- 
iting Iraqi team 2-1 in a match 
held art Zarqa Saturday. Tbe 
Iraqi team which arrived in 
Am man Tuesday is considered 
one of tile best polo teams in the 
Arab World. The Iraqis are 
expected to play other matches 
during their stay in Jordan. 


Defending champion Temesvari 
pulls out of Italian Open 


PERUGIA, Italy (R) — Def- 
ending champion Andrea Tem- 
esvari pulled out of the Italian 
Women's Open Tennis Cha- 
mpionship because of a back inj- 
ury Saturday, giving her opponent 
Chris Evert-Lloyd a place in the 
semifinal. 

The Hungarian teenager’s wit- 
hdrawal was a further blow to a 
tournament which has been sev- 
erely disrupted by unseasonal rain 
and wind. 

Lloyd is to play her semifinal 
against fellow American Lisa 
Bonder, who beat Italian Raf- 


Friday May 25, 1984 
Horse Racing Results 


FIRST RACE 

Beginner horses distance 1000 metres 
Time 1 minute: 13.55 seconds 


1ST: 

2ND: 

3RD: 


HORSE 

Raddad 
Fawar 
Abu Samra 


OWNER 

Ghaleb Haddadin 
Bahjat Fanous 
Sami Haddadin 


SECOND RACE 

Beginner horses distance 1000 metres 
Time: 1:10 

HORSE 

1ST: Zamzam 

2ND: Saif El Nasr 

3rd Nayfeh 


OWNER 

Nidal B.Hadeed 
A.L Hadeed 
Ghaleb Haddadin 


THIRD RACE 

Beginner horses, distance 1600 metres 
Time: 2:03 

HORSE OWNER 

1ST Apollo Bahjat Fanous 

2ND Azeezah Sami Haddadin 

3RD Sheemah Nidal B.Hadeed 


FOURTH RACE 

Beginner horses, distance 1600 metres 
Time: 1 :58 

HORSE 

1ST T. Al Ababeel 


2ND 

3RD 


Al Hadlah 
Waddah 


OWNER 

H.H. Late Sharif 
Nasser Stables 
Nidal B. Hadeed 
Ghaleb Haddadin 


FIFTH RACE 

3rd and 2nd class horses distance 1000 metres 
Time: 1:10 


1ST 

2ND 

3RD 


HORSE 

Al Gawi 

Wisam 
D. El Aswad 


CAMEL RACE 

Distance 2200 metres 
CAMEL 

1ST Shakran 

2ND Wadhan 

3RD Asryah 


OWNER 

Mamdouh 
Al Hadeed 
A.L Hadeed 
Ghaleb Haddadin 


OWNER 

A.M. Jaial 
Mousa Ali 
Rbaye’e Sleiman 



Free Dettol Soap with this 

Extra 


New 



faella Reggi 6-3. 6-3 in their 
quarter-final. 

Reggi said she had spent a res- 
tless night because of toothache 
and this appeared to affect her 
performance. 

Canadian Carling Bassett. 16, 
had an easy 6-1 . 6-2 win over eig- 
hth seed Yvonne Vermaak of 
South Africa and now plays the 
winner of the quarter-final bet- 
ween fifth seed Mannela Maleeva 
of Bulgaria and Romanian Vir- 
ginia Ruzici. 

The two East European players 
were trying for the third time to 
complete their match which has 
been twice interrupted by rain. 

RuzicL the 12 th seed, led 4-0 in 
the first set before losing it in a 
tiebreak which Maleeva won 
1 2-10 on her fifth set point. They 
were 2-2 in the second set when a 
downpour sent the players run- 
ning for cover. 

The singles event is at least one 
day behind schedule and the final, 
scheduled for Sunday, may not 
take place before Monday. 

The doubles competition is 
even worse hit, with two quarter- 
final matches still to be played. 


Spanish 
Grand Prix 
called off 

■MADRID (R) — The Spanish 
Grand Prix motor race, scheduled 
for the streets of Fuengirola on' 
October 21. has been cancelled 
because of lack of time to prepare 
the new circuit, the Spanish Aut- 
omobile Federation said Sat- 
urday. 

A federation spokesman said a 
meeting between the federation. 
Fuengirola' s town council and the 
race organisers agreed Friday that 
the planned circuit through' the 
southern Mediterranean resort 
would not be ready. 

A Grand Prix is planned there 
for October 13 next year. 

The International Motor Sport 
Federation (FISA) gave the go- 
ahead for the Fuengirola race to 
be included in the 19R4 calendar 
on condition that the necessary 
work was earned out on the circuit 
to satisfy safety standards. It was 
Ito be the last event of the World- 
Championship season. 

Fuengirola’s mayor Sancho 
Adam told reporters the expected 

heavy influx of tourists during July 

and August would make it imp- 
ossible for the work to be com- 
pleted in time. 

The last Spanish Grand Prix was 
held on Madrid's Jarama circuit in 
1 981 but problems over financing 
and safety prevented the event 
from continuing. 



Cinema t«i: 677420 

CONCORD 


FIRST LOVE 

Colour 

American 


Performances : 3:30, 6:15, fc30 
p.m. Additional performances: 
Fridays and Sundays at 10:30 
p.m. Car bark available. 


Cinema 

fL-IKISSEM 


Tel: 22117 


o* 


■ 

Performances,- 12-3 - 5:36-6 


Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 25155 

«s*° 


Performances: 3:30-6 - 8:30 


Cinema 

ZffHRRN 


Tel: 23171 




Performances: 12-3 - 5:36-6 



Cinema 

BflSMflN 

Tel: 30126 


Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-8 


Cinema 

PfiUSTINE 

Tei*_221i7 

1- THE TWINS 

"Indian Film" 

2- FIST OF GOLD 

"Karate" 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-7 ' ‘ 


Cinema 

RAGHfiDfiN 

Tel: 22198 

jabbM* 

# I ' 1 

(Colour) 

••Indian ? ilrrr 


Performances: 72-3-5:30-5 







"\ 


l| t Economy 


661 anti-strike miners win 
‘right-to-work’ injunctions 

LONDON (AP) — A high court judge branded the British coa- 
lminers' unballoted strike call unfair to those who did not agree to it 
: and granted right-to-woik injunctions to 661 miners who face often 

violent picket lines outside their Nottinghamshire mines. 

Mr. Arthur Scargill, leader of the National Union of Mineworkers. 
attacked the ruling as*’consistent with over a century of anti-working 
class judgment to weaken the power of the British labour and trade 
union movement.*' 

The judge. Sir Robert Megarry, banned union officials from ins- 
: tructmg miners from Pye Hill and Sherwood Collieries in Not- 

tinghamshire to strike, from directing them not to cross picket lines 
and from penalising them for defying Mr. ScargilTs strike call. 

He said the 1 1 -week-old strike came as close as possible to bre- 
aching union rules which require that miners approve any strike call 
by majority vote. 

Union officials maintained the strike was voluntary and Therefore 
democratic without a vote. Critics said the union officials were afraid 

a Strike vote would be defeated because of the state-run national coal i 

board’s favourable lay-off terras. 

Eighty per cent of Britain’s 1 83.000 miners obeyed Mr. ScargilTs 
call to strike March 1 2 over the coal board’s plans to cut 2.000 jobs 
and close 20 to 25 unprofitable mines in the next 12 months. 

The NCB. which is offering miners lay-off payments of up to 
£1 .000 (S 1 .380} for every year worked, maintains that the cutbacks 
wiO reduce Britain's coal surplus and end annual government sub- 
sidies to the industry. 

Miners’ leaders and the NCB said they will hold a second round of 
iplbs next week. 

German unions, employers 
' remain firm towards strike 


Dominica 
breaks off 
talks with I V1F 


Gold price reaches $390 
an ounce in U.S. markets 


BO^N (R) — Both the West 
German metalworkers' union and 
employers said Saturday neither 
would give way in forthcoming 
talks, seeking an end to a dispute 
over a shorter working week that 
has severely disrupted car pro- 
duction. 

Two days of talks between the 
2.5-miIlion strong I.G. Metal! 
Union and the employers' fed- 
eration. Gesamimetail. ended 
Friday with no compromise in 
sight, but fresh negotiations were 
set next Tuesday. 

“ 1 am optimistic that in the talks 
we will produce a solution to the 
dispute that would maintain ihe 
(present) 40-hour week.” Ges- 


amimeiaU Executive Director 
Dieter Kirchner said in a new- 
spaper interview Saturday. 

"The employers have left us two 
alternatives, either capitulate or 
fight." said I.G. Metall Chairman 
Hans Mayr in a separate sta- 
tement. The union says a 35-hour 
week would create more than a 
million new jobs while employers 
say it would increase costs and 
make German exports unc- 
ompetitive. 

The quarter of a million people 
made idle by the strikes is exp- 
ected to swell to 300.000 next 
week, if employers carry out their 
threat to enforce lock-outs in the 
Frankfurt area. 


Dubai businessman loses 
formal control over bank 


DUBAI lR) — A shareholders' 
meeting Saturday stripped from 
Dubai entrepreneur Abdul 
Wahab Galadari formal control of 
the Union Bank of the Middle 
East, which was saved from col- 
lapse in a government bail-out last 
November. 

The meeting, the first to be held 
since the bail-out. formally rat- 
ified a re-organisation of the bank 
necessary after the Dubai gove-. 


percent stake in the bank, which 
was formerly controlled by Mr. 
Galadari. 

Heavy lending to Mr. Galadari 
and ha companies was a major 
reason behind the government 


intervention. 

Ahmad Ai Tayer. minister of 
state for finance in the gov- 
ernment of the United Arab Emi- 
rates and bank chairman, told the 
’ meeting the adverse impact of the 
Galadari loans would be “ sub- 
stantially eliminated" from the 
balance ’sheet this year. 

The bank also made public its 
first balance sheet since the bail- 
out. showing a sharp drop in assets 


lion) from 4.3 billion dirhams 
(SI. 2 billion) at the end of 1982. 

Advances and other receivables 
slipped to 2.3 billion dirhams 
(S627 million) from 3.3 billion 
($900 million) in the same period. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



'Do you realize how much we f d save on house 
paint, if we let our lawn grow 12 feet tall?" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
<• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 




Now arrange the drded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

, Jumbles FEINT BATCH AGENDA BEWAIL 
: Answer He was always going around in circles 
because he thought he was this— 

A BIG WHEEL 


SANTO DOMINGO. Dominican 
Republic (AP) ■— The gov- 
ernment. already shaken by recent 
food price riots, has broken off 
negotiations with the Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
because of the fund’s insistence 
that gasoline prices be increased. 

President Salvador Jorge Bla- 
nco, making the announcement 
late Thursday, said the gov- 
ernments decision could result in 1 
a final break with international 
creditors at a rime when it badly 
needs to renegotiate its $ 2.4- 
billion foreign debt. 

“This decision obliges us to aus- 
terity and puts in danger int- 
ernational credits and the ren- 
i-egotiation of our foreign debt.” 
the president said. 

He said he rejected the IMFs 
condition that gasoline and other 
petroleum products be shifted to 
what is called the “parallel" rate 
of exchange of nearly three Dom- 
inican pesos to one U.S. dollar, 
compared to the “official” rate of 
one peso to one dollar. 

While negotiating with the IMF 
in April. Mr. Jorge Blanco shifted 
most other imports to the higher 
parallel rate aod increased prices 
of basic foods by as much as 20 per 
cent. The move sparked four days 
of riots beginning April 23 that 
claimed 54 lives. 

“The Monetary Fund has pre- 
sented difficult conditions in the 
difficult and long conversations 
that we have maintained with this 
institution" Mr. Jorge Blanco 
said. 


Vatican agrees 
to pay 

Ambrosiano 

creditors 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — The 
Vatican confirmed Saturday that 
it had agreed to pay creditors of 
Banco Ambrosiano but said it 
does not mean the Holy See acc- 
epts responsibility for the bank's 
collapse. 

An agreement to cover bad 
debts by Banco Ambrosiano was 
signed Friday in Geneva. Swi- 
tzerland. between the bank’s for- 
eign creditors, its liquidators and 
the Vatican Bank. 

The Vatican confirmed that it 
will make a “voluntary con- 
tribution" to the banks creditors. 
It did not say how much money 
was involved, but banking sources 
in London and Rome said the 
Holy See will pay $250 million to 
Banco Ambrosiano creditors. 

The communique said the agr- 
eement “confirms” that the Vat- 
ican Bank “had no responsibility 
for the ruin of.Banco Ambrosiano. 
in which it found itself inv- 
oluntarily involved.” 

Banco Ambrosiano, once 
Italy’s largest private bank, col- 
lapsed in 1982 when bank exa- 
miners discovered $1.2 billion in 
bad loans. 


Peanuts 


YE5, MAAM, I STILL 
HAVE CHALKBOARD 
ERASERS ON MY F BET.. 


NEW YORK (AP) — The price of gold spurted to a 
two-month high of $389.70 an ounce Friday as con- 
cerns about world oil supplies and the stability of the 
banking system in the United States led nervous 
traders to buy precious metals. 


The dollar turned in a mixed 
performance in quiet trading and 
dealers said currency markets 
calmed down from Thursday’s 
hectic pace, when the dollar plu- 
nged following unsubstantiated 
rumors new problems at big U.S. 
banks. 

Mr. Leslie Deak. president of 
the New York Currency and pre- 
cious raetaJs firm Deak-Perera. 
said bullion's rise of more Lhan 
$1 1 an ounce was a sign of trader 
dissatisfaction with the dollar. 

In recent months, he noted, tra- 
ders had rushed to buy dollars rat- 
her than another traditional haven 
on gold, in times of political and 
financial unrest. 

Dealers said that despite ass- 
urances from the White House, 
U.S. Treasury Department and 


bankers that no new financial pro- 
blems had surfaced at major Ame- 
rican banks, traders were wary of 
unsealed conditions in the fin- 
ancial system and were reluctant 
to buy dollars. 

Gold, meantime, finally sna- 
pped out of the doldrums and rose 
steadily throughout the day. 

Iraq's claims of another attack 
on Arabian Gulf shipping Friday 
contributed to the run-up in the 
price of gold, traders said. With 
insurance rates on Gulf shipping 
raised again, the oil minister of 
Saudi Arabia said he feared the 
West “might panic" and the key 
oil route would close for lack of 
insurance. - 

On the New York commodity 
exchange, gold bullion for current 
delivery jumped $1 1 .20 to end the 


week at $389.70 a troy ounce, the 
highest close since the $389.80 of 
March 29. A week earlier, gold 
closed at $378.30 au ounce. 

In after-hours activity at New 
York’s Republic National Bank, 
bullion was bid at $389.50 an 
ounce as of 4 p.m.. up $1 1 .25 from 
Thursday and a gain of $11.50 
from the end of Iasi week. 

In foTeign exchange dealings, 
“the market was calmer than Thu- 
rsday, returning to something like 
normalcy.” said David Palmer, a 
senior vice president at First Ame- 
rican Bank of New York. 

By day's end in the L 7 nited Sta- 
tes, the dollar had climbed to 
231.80 Japanese yen from 230.45 
yen Thursday. The British pound 
■slipped to $1.38275 from $1.3835 
Thursday. Other dollar rates in 
New York as of 4 p.m., compared 
with late rates Thursday, inc- 
luded: 2.72175 West German 
marks, up from 2.7090 2.2420 
Swiss francs, down from 
2.2452 8.3750 French francs, up 
from 8.3530 and 1.29425 Can- 
adian dollars, down from 1 .29550. 


Bank shares dip on world markets 



By Allan Barker 

Reuter 

LONDON — Share markets dip- 
ped around the world Friday, with 
bank stocks under particular pre- 
ssure. due to worries that some 
major U.S. banks might be in. dif- 
ficulties, indicating a possible thr- 
eat to the world financial system. 

But the dollar was steady and 
regained some ground in Europe 
after a sharp selloff in New York 
and declines in the Far East. 

With Wall Street at a 15-month 
low and the dollar plunging six 
pfennings against the ^German 
mark in New York Thursday from 
its previous close there, all mar- 
kets were highly nervous due to 
fears that major U.S. banks might 
be facing cash shortages, despite 
denials, and are over-exposed on 
Latin American debts. 

Bank shares were marked down 
sharply in Frankfurt. Zurich. 
London. Amsterdam and Sydney. 
West German and Swiss bank sha- 
res came under heavy selling pre- 
ssure, with an absence of buyers. 

Although German bank exp- 
osure oh Latin American debts is 
relatively low. Deutsche Bank was 
marked down nine marks to 
355 JO while Dresdner shed 5.50 
to 165.50. In Zurich Linion Bank 
Corporation and Credit Suisse 
also suffered declines. 

The dollar, although weaker 
than Thursday in Europe, moved 
up to 2.7250 marks by midday 
compared with New York’s clo- 
sing 2.709S and 2.70 marks in 
Tokyo. It also moved back to 231 
yen after opening in Tokyo at 
229.50 yen. 

But a London currency dealer 
underlined the erratic nature of 
trading. “The market is crazy,” he 
said soon after the start of bus- 
iness. “We opened at 2.7225 
(marks). We’ve been up to 2.7360 
and back down to 2.7240 in less 


UJELL, 1 C0ULPN T FINP 
•MY SANDALS AGAIN 
50 I THOUGHT AS LONG 
AS I ALREADY HAP 
THESE ERASERS— D&L. 


than an hour. This market could 
go anywhere.” 

Dealers said the market was 
concerned over the stability of the 
U.S. banking system, which has 
vast sums on loan to hard-pressed 
Latin American nations, and was 
extremely sensitive to renewed 
rumours of cash shortages at 
major U.S. batiks. 

Swiss dealers said the rumours 
were seen as indicating a possible 
threat to the stability of the 
world's banking system. 

The latest speculation which 
surfaced Thursday centred on 
Manufacturers Hanover Trust and 
Chase Manhattan, both of which 
denied they had any difficulties. 

Only a week ago the Federal 
Reserve and major U.S. banks 
extended a $7.5 billion standby 
credit to Continental Illinois of 
Chicago, which had run into liq- 
uidity problems. 

Until Thursday's rumours, the 
dollar had been strongabove 2.74 
marks due to the firmness of U.S. 
interest rates and worries over 
•industrial problems in West Ger- 
many and Britain, but the strength 
of the U.S, currency also had led 
to warnings that ft was becoming 
over-valued. 

“We've been expecting to see a 
sharply lower dollar for months.” 
a London dealer at a U.S. com- 
mercial bank said. “When rum- 
ours like this break everyone 
thinks ‘ welL this is if and no one 
wants to be left holding a bag of 
overvalued dollars.” 

After the dollar plummeted in 
New York from 2.7688 marks on 
Wednesday to 2.7090 marks by 
the close Thursday, the American 
currency slipped lower on Asian 
exchanges before showing signs of 
recovery late in the day. “No one 
thinks large U.S, banks could go 
bust, but Lhe misgivings dom- 
inated the market.” said Mr, Wat- 


aru Yamamoto, chief dealer at 
Fuji Bank. 

A dealer at a European bank in 
Tokyo attributed the dollar's late 
recovery there to Soviet purchases 
of dollars for marks. 

A fail in Wall Street's Dow 
Jones index for the sixth day in a 
row and the U.S. bank rumours 
pushed the Tokyo share index 
down 109.62 to 10.142.10. It had 
risen 228.26 Thursday. 

In Australia the Sydney share 
index closed 14 J points down at 
675. its lowest in six months, with 
more than one billion Australian 
dollars (same U.S.) wiped-off the 
value of bank shares. The market 
has declined 50 points this week. 

Sydney dealers said most of the 
selling orders came from Hong 
Kong, where investors had severe 
case of the jitters after Chinese 
leader Deng Xiaoping said China 
had the right to station troops in 
the colony after it reverts to China 
in 1997. The announcement rev- 
ersed initial gains on the ter- 
ritory's exchanges and the index 
dosed 20.21 points down at 
902.79. 

On the London Stock Market, 
the depression of the past week 
persisted although the Financial 
Times 30-share industrial index 
was up 2.3 points at noon to 828.7. 

Bank shares, hard hit Thursday 
when the market fell 21 .2 points, 
were among the the weakest sec- 
tors. 

In the last 21 days, the widely 
watched FT index has dropped 
more than 90 points from its peak 
of 922.8 reached on May 4. The 
government bond market is also 
shaky due to worries that interest 
rates may have to move higher to 
help the fragile pound sterling — 
which was still weak Friday at aro- 
und $1.3840. 

Gold derived some benefit from 
the dollar’s weaker lone. 




Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 
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Indian traders strike to 
press sales tax abolition 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Business activity ground to a virtual halt 
Friday as traders throughout India staged a day-long strike to dem- 
and abolition of the sales tax, repons said. 

The United News of India (UNI) news agency reported that the 
main markets in New Delhi. Bombay. Calcutta and Madras shut 
down in response to the strike call of the Federation of All- India 
Traders Association. 

In some areas, hotels and restaurants also were closed. Stock 
exchanges in Bombay. New Delhi and Madras, however, were open. 
UNI said. 

The federation said the shutdown was called to pressure the state 
chief ministers' conference, scheduled to begin here on Monday, to 
replace the sales tax with excise duty. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, MAY 27, 1984 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: Until noon, you can be 
rebellious of limitations and dedays in being able to put 
your ideas across. You are imaginative and see the right 
way to accomplish what you desire. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You are frustrated in the 
morning and should get control of yourself quickly. Get 
into philosophical studies that are helpfuL 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Not a good day for see- 
ing partners who are busy, so turn to more personal af- 
fairs and handle them very well. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Medidate quietly in the 
morning, then be with good friends for the amusements 
that are mutually liked. Be happy. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Listen to the 
idea a friend has to offer and forget that gamble you 
want to take which could be dangerous. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Do not permit some home 
situations to keep you from some outside celebration 
that is important. Drive with care. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You have some very 
good ideas that should be put into action, so don't let 
little duties stop you. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Talk over with an expert 
how yon can better your monetary position now. Be hap- 
py at home with your mate and stop conniving. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You have an obession 
about an activity that should be forgotten, so listen to 
wise advice of an associate. ’. . . 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Avoid one who 
has given you trouble in the past and do something 
thoughtful for those who have done you favors. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You have already 
made plans for a happy time so don't permit a friend 
to get you involved in some other affairs. 

AQUARIUS (Jan, 21 to Feb. 19) Get busy at whatever 
■you most enjoy doing and don't let wordly or home af- 
fairs bother you. Try not to spend too much money. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Store in mind clever ideas 
about the coining week’s activities and then handle some 
affair nearby. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have one-sided ideas about almost everything, so teach 
early not to be prejudiced and to study all sides of any 
situation before reaching definite decisions, otherwise 
your progeny's potential will be greatly lessened. 

* * * 

“The Stars impel; they do not compeL” What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! . 

© 1984, The McNaught Syndicate, Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Emory H. Cain 


ACROSS 
*1 Thick 
slice 
5 Persist 
tediously 
9 Classes 

14 Rabbit 

15 Kazan the 
director 

16 — the hole 

17 Depraved 

18 Perjuror 

19 Jessica 
or Hope 

20 With 51A, 

quote by 
John Locke 

23 Jap. money 

24 Jap. money 

25 Liner abbr. 

26 Elf 


29 Lead 

31 They work 
for pesos 

32 Moved with 

09 SO 

33 Lat abbr. 

37 “To — and 
a bone-.” 

38 Impostures 

39 Coin 

40 Hawaii's 
state bird 

41 — de-pont 
(bridge- 
head) 

42 Brother 
of Moses 

43 Crucifixes 

45 Estimate 

46 Rtes. 

49 — mater 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


LJL3UUCJ UUUB LJUULJ 

□ubub uuuu umuti 

LlIWUULi UUL'JI'l LJI4LHI 
□UlilUQU ULSLllJIJULiLJ 
UBLJQBLJ blHOUEJ 
□C1BOBBB □□□ 

□bohd Bantaa anu 

BHC1Q UCJUHB IJUL'KJ 
□□a □□Baa bbliubi 
□lib Bduaaaui 
□□□rain □□□□na 
uuuuuLiMB Bdamna 
□BUB BBEU3 HdLJClB 
□BUB BBBB BBBaqd 
BCJBB BHCH3 IJatiBU 


50 Depot, abbr. 

51 See 20A 

57 Angers 

58 Logan of 
song 

59 Blade 

61 Old-woman- 
ish 

62 Chester — 
Arthur 

63 Sea birds 

64 High and 
low 

65 Intent 

66 Ship 
chains 

DOWN 

1 “—Stoops 
to Conquer” 

2 Pelee 
output 

3 Seed 
covering 

4 Quasimodo? 

5 Cosmetolo- 
gist Curtis 

6 Inter — 

7 Coin of 
Iran 

8 Saturday 
night, 
perhaps 

9 Briny 

10 Wood 
sorrels 

11 Leases 

12 Cully 
stretched 


13 Look of 
derision 

21 Mental 
faculties 

22 Pays 
attention 

26 Extent 

27 Jacques* 
father 

28 Certain 
horse 

29 Blind 
components 

30 Blushing 

32 Show sorrow 

34 Fatigue 

35 Otis of 
baseball 

36 Telescope 
part 

36 Impassive 

42 Movie dog 

44 Musical 
works 

45 On a bias 

46 Herring’s 
cousin 

47 Singer 
Lopez 

48 Unbroken 

52 Takeout 

53 — podrida 

54 Jack or 
doodle 

55 “Grand 
Ole — " 

56 Coiy or 
La caste 

60 Curve 


©1984 Tribune Company Syndicate, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved 














Wald news 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY MAY 27, 19$4 


1 politician killed, 2 policemen injured 

Sikhs continue violent 
attacks in Punjab 


Nicaraguan opposition 
threatens election boycott 


Pakistan arrests leaders to 
thwart opposition meeting 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — A Hindu politician has 
been killed and two railway policemen wounded in 
Sikh extremist attacks in India’s northern state of 
Punjab, the Press Trust of India (PTI) reported 
Saturday. 


It said the latest attack occurred 

- when gunmen opened fire at a rai- 
lway station near the Punjab town 
of Firozpur early Saturday, wou- 
nding two railway policemen. The 
incident happened as a passenger 
train bound for New Delhi arrived 

: at the station. 

The shooting followed Friday 
night's murder of a local leader of 
. the militant Suraksha Samiti. or 
■ Hindu protection force, at his 
home in the same town near the 
Pakistan border. 

A curfew was damped on the 
. area after the leader. Vlr. Dev 
Rattan Tuii. was grinned down by 

* two men who then took refuge in a 
/house and exchanged fire with 

security forces. PTI said. 

• The gunmen both surrendered 
when warned they would be flu- 

.shed out with grenades, it added. 

; During interrogation they adm- 
itted to having links with a group 
(based in the the Sikhs’ holiest shr- 
’ine. the Golden Temple in Amr- 
. itsar. it added. PTI did not identify 
. the group. 

Security forces have not so far 
■■ pursued extremists into the spr- 

- awling temple complex for fear of 

- provoking further unrest and out 


of respect for Sikh religious cus- 
toms. 

A campaign by the Sikhs' main 
party, the Akali Dal, for religious 
rights and concessions has been 
marked by Sikh-Hicdu attacks in 
which nearly 250 people have died 
in six months. 

Party leader Harchand Singh 
Longowal has called for a 
stepping-up of the campaign by 
launching a civil disobedience 
campaign next month. It includes 
plans tostop food grain from lea- 
ving the fanning state, known as 
India's breadbasket. 

The agency said five Sikh high 
priests will next week resume eff- 
orts to patch up differences bet- 
ween vlr. Longowal and hardline 
Sikh preacher Jamail Singh Bhi- 
ndranwale. 

Vlr. Bhindranwale. who lives in 
the Golden Temple grounds, has 
been named by officials as one 
member of the extremists' high 
command. 

PTI said a home-made bomb 
was thrown at a cinema near Pat- 
iala town Friday night and people 
described as terrorists set ft re to 
another railway station, but no 
casualties were reported. 


Chinese crime rate drops 


■.PEKING (AP) — The crime rate 
‘dropped one-third this year bec- 
ause of China's "intensive" str- 
uggle against serious offenders, 
the president of the Supreme Peo- 

• pic's court said Saturday. 

* But Vlr. Zheng Tianxiang adm- 
! itted that some cases were handled 

carelessly, certain judgments were 
. not commensurate with the crimes 
(and legal procedures were not 
’ always strictly followed. 

He gave no details and did not 
say if the mistakes included cases 
; in which offenders were executed. 

Courts were taking measures to 
redress misjudged cases, the judge 
jold the annual session of the Nat- 
; ional People's Congress, China’s 
- largely ceremonial legislature. 

Mr. Zheng said crime was down 
33.2 percent in the first quarter of 
this year, compared with same 
period to 1983. 

The government reported a- 
42.5 per cent drop in crime in the 
last three months of 1983. 

The official Xinhua news age- 
ncy reported figures last week ind- 
icating that some 650.000 crimes 
were committed last year, more 
than half of them by youths. 

Communist China began a cra- 
ckdown on serious crime last 
.August, stiff penalties and sho- 


pasted on walls to inform people 
about the latest batch of con- 
demned. 

Western diplomats estimated 
that by February 5.000 to 6,000 
people had been executed — by 
means of a bullet in the back of the 
head — and up to 50.000 imp- 
risoned or sent to labour camps. 

The French human rights lea- 
gue has claimed that between 
August and November more than 
10.000 were executed, and Amn- 
esty International protested the 
harsh recourse to capital pun- 
ishment. f 

As reported by the Xinhua age- 
ncy, the Suppreme People's Court 
president said that among those 
punished ia the “intensive and 
effective’” struggle against crime 
were murderers, rapists, arsonists, 
embezzlers, bribe takers, smu- 
gglers and violators of women's 
and children's rights. 

In a seperate speech Saturday, 
China's chief prosecutor. 
Procurator-General Yang Yic- 
hen, said a few wrong cases or 
cases that initially escaped att- 
ention were corrected when dis- 
covered. 

He said that from June 1983 to 
March 1984. procurators thr- 


rtening to just four days the time, oughout the country investigated 

ntAf*» V h*Jn nnn ivonnmie rri_ 


between arrest and execution 
after cursory trials. 

Some offenders were paraded 
before huge crowds in soccer sta- 
diums before being taken to the 
execution ground, and posters 
with big red check marks were 


more than 26.000 economic cri- 
mes of which 1 ,790 involved emb- 
ezzlement or bribery involving at 
least 10.000 yuan ($5,000). 

Judge Zhcnv said Chinese cou- 
rts handled over 610.000 civil dis- 
putes in the same period. 


GOREN BRIDGE 

BY CHARLES GOREN 
©1983 Tribune Company Syndicate, Inc 

CUT THE DEFENDERS' COMMUNICATIONS 

East-West vulnerable. North problem holding his la 
deals. one in each minor s 


NORTH 
♦ 8764 
7 A103 
0 10984 
4K5 

WEST EAST 
4KJ52 4AQ103 

?QJ964 <?872 

0 A J 0 Void 

4A10 4QJ9873 

SOUTH 
49 
VK5 

OKQ76532 
4642 
The bidding: 

North East South West 
Pass Pass 4 0 Dble 
Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Ace of 4 . 

It is impossible to 
overstress the importance of 
the opening lead. Consider 
this hand from the qualifying 
round match between the 
United States and New 
Zealand from this year's 
World Team Championship. 

In the room where New 
Zealand sat North-South, 
they ended up in five 
diamonds doubled. The U.S. 
West led the queen of hearts, 
and that was that. Declarer 
won the king, finessed the 
ten and discarded a spade on 
the ace of hearts. He had no 


problem holding his losers to 
one in each minor suit to 
make his doubled game. 

The auction shown is from 
the room where the United 


States held the North-South 
cards. West's double of four 
diamonds was passed out, 
and it looked as if the con- 
tract was a cinch. 

West led the ace of clubs 
and continued the suit. 
Declarer won on the table 
and tried to draw trumps. 
West grabbed the ace, led a 
spade to his partner's ace, 
and he was able to ruff the 
club return with the jack for 
the setting trick. 

South overlooked a chance 
to bring home his contract. 
After winning the club con- 
tinuation. it costs nothing to 
play the king, ace and ten of 
hearts. Zf East produces a 
heart honor, declarer ruffs 
and tries to draw trumps. 

As the cards lie, however, 
East follows with a low 
heart. Now declarer can cut 
the defenders'- communica- 
tions by staffing his losing 
spade. West wins a heart 
trick, but he has no way to 
reach his partner for a club 
ruff. Declarer loses only the 
aces of clubs and diamonds 
and a heart trick. 


A grenade was also thrown at a 
military van near ihe border town 
of Gurdaspur Friday. No-one was 
hurt. PTI said. 

Death toll reaches 
221 in Bombay 

The death toll for 10 days of 
bitter fighting between Hindus 
and Muslims mounted to 221 Sat- 
urday as two people were stabbed 
to death in India's major com- 
mercial port city. 

Authorities, meanwhile, said 
India's worst communal rioting in 
several years had been brought 
under control through extensive 
deployment of army troops. 

Police said three incidents of 
arson and stone throwing were 
reported Saturday in Bombay, but 
the overall situation was quiet, 
and tension appeared to be easing. 

Two people were knifed to j 
dearh and another. seriously inj- 
ured in a communal clash early 
Saturday in northern Bombay, 
police said. Police rushed to the 
area to disperse the rioters, arr- 
esting one. 

Hundreds of people have been 
injured in the religious violence 
that broke out May 17 and tho- 
usands more arrested. 

Late Friday, police fired into 
the air to disperse the fighting 
groups who clashed in two districts 
in this city of 8.5 million. No inj- 
uries were reported. 

About 6.000 army soldiers 
marched in shows of strength thr- 
ough curfew-bound streets of 
Bombay’s riot-scarred districts. 
The army also patrolled Bhi- 
wandi. Thane and seven other 
nearby towns. 


MANAGUA. Nicaragua (AP) — 
Opposition political party leaders 
say they will boycott the pre- 
sidential campaign unless the lef- 
tist Sandinista government lifts 
the state of emergency that imp- 
oses censorship and restricts pol- 
itical rallies. 

The decree was issued March 
15. 1982. as- a government res- 
ponse to increasing activity by 
U.S.-backed anti-government 
rebels trying to topple the gov- 
ernment. Although that activity 
has increased since then, the gov- 
ernment says it expects to lift the 
decree before campaigning starts 
Aug. 8 for the Nov. 4 elections. 

- The Nicaraguan Democratic 
Co-ordinator, a group of opp- 
osition labour, political and bus- 
iness organisations, said in a sta- 
tement it “would not register can- 
didates or take part in the ele- 
ctions if the national state of eme- 
rgency is not lifted.’’ The opp- 
osition Conservative and Liberal 
Independent parties took the 


same position. 

“We're not asking for the best 
conditions, only for minimal acc- 
eptable conditions for holding ele- 
ctions.” said Mr. Virgili Ogodoy, a 
former labour minister who quit to 
take over the Liberal Independent 
Party. 

- He said in an interview it is ess- 
ential that opposition parties have 
access to the media. 

Opposition leaders said there 
was no way of telling how many 
parties would run candidates for 
president, vice president and the 
90-seat national legislature. 

The registry of candidates ope- 
ned Friday and was to close July 
25. Voters will have four days sta- 
rting July 27 to register. 

The last presidential election 
here, in 1974. was widely viewed 
as a fraudulent charade to per- 
petuate the Somoza family’s lock 
on the government, which it did 
until the Sandinistas toppled Mr. 
Anastasio Somoza in July. 1979. 
after a bloody civil war. 


Bonn wants NATO to repeat 
‘signal’ to Soviet Union 

BONN (R) — West Germany will said they expect the meeting to 
urge its North Atlantic Treaty discuss strengthening the Eur- 


1SLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan’s 
military government has arrested 
two politicians and barred at least 
four others from internal travel in 
an attempt to stop an opposition 
meeting planned for Monday, 
opposition sources said Friday. 

Until the government action 
Thursday night, all six had been 
preparing for a meeting of the 
banned Movement for the Res- 
toration of Democracy (MRD) in 
Peshawar which aimed to work 
out a strategy for opposing ele- 
ctions promised by next March, 
they told Reuters. 

The MRD announced after its 
last meeting on May 9 that it 
would put up strong resistance to 
the polls, which it rejects as a sch- 
eme to keep General Mohammad 
Zia-Ul-Haq’s government ia 
power. 

The government slapped a total 
ban on political reporting by the 
press on the same evening as the 
MRD issued the statement, ens- 
uring that increasingly outspoken 
newspapers would not carry it on 
Friday. 

Meanwhile, Gen. Zia said in 


Five policemen were killed by 
bandits in rural Sind Thursday, the 
scene last year of bloody anti- 
government protests led by the 
MRD. 

The convenor or head of the 
MRD. Nawabzada Nasrullah 
Khan, told reporters in Islamabad 
Friday that Gen. Zia was mal- 
igning politicians and political par- 
ties. which he outlawed in 1 979. to 
escape blame for the crime wave. 

He said political polarisation in 
Sind was driving some people to 
call for “Sindhu desh" an ind- 
ependent Sindhi homeland, and 
warned: “If moderate leaders are 
not taken into confidence, ext- 
reme elements are likely to come 
forward.” 

The two politicians arrested in 
Karachi were Iqbal Haider, ass- 
istant' secretary-general of the 
MRD. and Mushtaq Mirza Sind, 
president of Nasrullah Khans 
Pakistan Democratic Party 
(PDP), the sources said. 

MRD secretary-general Kha- 
waja Khairuddin and Sherbaz 
Khan Mazari, head of the Nat- 
ional Democratic Party (NDP). 



Organisation (NATO) allies mee- 
ting in Washington next week to 
send another “signal” to Moscow 
of their readiness to talk at any 
time, anywhere, about arms con- 
trol West German diplomatic 
sources said Friday. 

The sources said Bonn wants 
Lhe final communique of the reg- 
ular Spring meeting of Atlantic all- 
iance foreign ministers to repeat 
NATO's “Brussels signal" of last 
year and stress the desire for bet- 
ter East-West relations. 

Apart from the possibility of a 


opean pillar of the alliance. 

They repeated that Bonn did 
not take seriously suggestions 
made recently by former U.S. Sec- 


Karachi Thursday night he tho- were both banned from travelling 
ught a politically-motivated plan to the North West Frontier Pro- 
was behind the rising tide of crime vince (NWFP) for three months, 
in the southern province of Sind, they said. 

Ceausescu to visit Moscow 


MOSCOW (R) — Romanian Pre- 
sident Nicolae Ceausescu. who 


KBSU '8 er has defied a Soviet bloc boycott of 
? European the Los Angeles Olympics, will fly 

mand should be led by a Eur- on JuneVfor talks in 


0 P5 r a 5- the Kremlin, East European sou- 

U.S. pressure for a bigger rise in Saturday. 

European defence spending and ^ Ceausescu it 
the European allies? desire for a „„„ =„ , h , 


Mr. Ceausescu is due to spend 
one day in the Soviet capital and 


bigger share of NATO’s arms bus- ^ Konstantin 


mess — now running seven to one 
in favour of the U.S. — would also 
figure prominently on the agenda. 


nearby towns. J “Washington signal'', the sources the West German sources said. 

Australian foreign minister in Moscow 


MOSCOW (R) — Australian 
Foreign Minister Bill Hayden anr- 
ived in Moscow Saturday for the 
first high-level dialogue between 
the two countries since the Soviet 
intervention in Afghanistan. 

Australian officials said Mr. 
Hayden, who will spend a week in 
the Soviet Union, would meet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko on Monday to discuss int- 
ernational affairs and the dev- 
elopent of bilateral relations. 

The visit was arranged after Mr. 
Hayden declared in January that 
Canberra wanted a more pro- 
ductive relationship with Moscow 
after four years of strain. 

The previous government of 
former Prime Minister Malcolm 
Fraser imposed sanctions on the 
Soviet Union after it sent troops 


into Afghanistan and the Soviet 
press maintained a steady barrage 
of attacks on his administration. 

Relations deteriorated further 
last year when the Labour gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke expelled a Soviet diplomat 
for spying. 

Mr. Hayden, who has been tou- 
ring Europe, arrived in Moscow 
from Budapest and was met at the 
airport by Deputy' Foreign Min- 
ister Nikita Ryzhov. 

Australian diplomats said they 
were not expecting a meeting bet- 
ween Mr. Hayden and Soviet Pre- 
sident Konstantin Chernenko. 

The relatively junior level of the 
minister who welcomed Mr. Hay- 
den indicated that the Kremlin 
was not planning a full-scale pro- 


with Mr. Chernenko. 

Officials said Mr. Hayden 
would discuss East-West dis- 
armament with Mr, Gromyko and 
was also expected to voice concern 
over the continued Soviet pre- 
sence in Afghanistan and Vie- 
tnam's involvement in Kam- 
puchea. 

They said the minister would 
also raise humanitarian issues and 
take up the case of several Soviet 
families eager to emigrate to the 
West, 

When Mr. Hayden was last in 
Moscow as opposition leader in 
1979 he passed over a list of 50 
Jewish families who had been den- 
ied exit visas and appealed to the 
authorities to take a more lenient 


gramme for him involving talks' attitude towards them. 


Chernenko, the sources said. He 
last held formal talks with a Soviet 
leader three years ago. 

Romania said on Thursday that 
it would not join a Soviet-led boy- 
cott of the Olympics. It is the only 
Soviet ally which has refused to 
follow Moscow in pulling out of 
the games. 

The sources said Mr. Cea- 
usescu' s trip to Moscow was arr- 
anged before Romania's Olympic 
decision was announced but that 
the issue was bound to be a con- 
tentious theme at the talks. 

They said the visit had been 
planned originally to smooth out 
any potential disputes in advance 
of a Communist economic summit 
iri Moscow which is due to start on 
June 12. 

Mr. Ceausescu has long pursued 
a relatively independent foreign 
policy and has frequently angered 
the Kremlin by breaking ranks 
with its Soviet bloc allies on major 
issues. . 

The summit of the Coraecon 
trading alliance has been pos- 


tponed several times in the past 
few years and East European dip- 
lomats say it usually foundered 
over differences between Mos 
and Bucharest. 

Western diplomats in Moscow 
said they had heard of plans to put 
off the meeting yet again and hold 
it in September. 

The East European sources said 
they had not heard of any change 
in plan. j 

They said the Kremlin was ner- 
vous that Mr. Ceausescu might 
disrupt a summit by making last- 
minute demands for economic 
concessions from Moscow and had 
asked him to attend bilateral talks 
beforehand “so he does not spring 
any surprises”. 

Romania has been demanding 
greater supplies of Soviet oil at the 
same preferential rates enjoyed by 
other East European states. At 
present Bucharest has to pay for 
most of its oil deliveries from 
Moscow in dollars. 

Another contentious issue lik- 
ely to arise at the June 4 talks is the 
siting of new Soviet missiles in 
East Germany and Cze- 
choslovakia in retaliation against 
the arrival of U.S. cruise and Per- 
shing - 2 rockets in the West. 

Romania has condemned the 
Soviet deployments in much the 
same way as it has denounced the 
Western nuclear buildup. 


Ireland tightens security for Reagan 


DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) — Amid 
an increasingly strident protest 
campaign againsL U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan's visit to Ireland 
June 1-4, security chiefs have can- 
celled all police leave and plan to 
put army units on standby, aut- 
horitative sources say. 

“ I believe thaL 95 per cent of the 
people who will take pan in dem- 
onstrations will do so peacefully." 
Foreign Minister Peter Barry 
noted during a visit to Cork Mon- 
day." But there's a danger that the 
other 5 per cent will not." 

The security operation for Mr. 
Reagan's visit to the land of his 
ancestors will be the biggest ever 
mounted in the Irish Republic. 

“It will be bigger than the ope- 
rations when Pope John Paul II 
was here in 1980 or for former 
President John F. Kennedy in 
1963." said Supt. Noel Anderson, 
chief spokesman for the Garda 
Siochana. the republic's 11.400- 
strong national police force. 

An Irish security source, who 
asked not to be identified, said 
military contingency plans involve 


“puning army units on standby in 
the areas the president will visit." 

The source said agents of the 
Garda's anti- terrorist task force 
and special branch are keeping 
watch on protest organisers and 
potential troublemakers. 

After 15 years of sectarian and 
political violence in neighbouring 
British-ruled Northern Ireland.* 
which has spilled over into the 
republic, do one is taking any cha- 
nces during Mr. Reagan’s visit. 

A 50-man secret service detail 
has been combing the ground Mr. 
Reagan will cover. The security 
operation will centre on Ashford 
Castle, first built by Anglo- 
Norman conquerors more than 
750 years ago. 

Mr. Reagan and his wife. 
Nancy, will spend two days and 
night with Mr. Fitzgerald, a sta- 
unch backer of Reagan’s Rep- 
ublican Party. 

Mr. Reagan arrives at Ashford, 
in the wild Connemara Mountains 
on Lough Corrib, June 1 after a 
20-minute helicopter flight from 


Shannon Airport. 

Because of so much woodland, 
the 300-strong presidential sec- 
urity detail of U.S. secret service 
agents, CIA officials and other 
specialists ruled out a first-floor 
suite for the Reagans, who will 
stay on the ground floor. 

The agents said the higher floor i 
was exposed to possible sniper 
fire. 

Mr. Reagan will be little seen 
except for helicopter-borne visits 
to Galway and Ballyporeen. the 
County Tipperary village that is 
his paternal ancestral home. 

“Kennedy and the Pope both 
went out and met the people,” the 
security source commented. “T- 
hey were on show nearly all the 
time. Reagan will hardly be seen 
in public at all." 

Ireland's 3.4 million people 
may not even get to see Mr. Rea- 
gan on television. Radio TeJefis 
Eireann. the state-run network 
that planned live coverage, faces a 
blackout because of a threatened 
electricians' strike. 


Marcos vows to fight 
Communist subversives 


MANILA (R) — Philippines Pre- 
sident Ferdinand Marcos signalied 
Saturday that his first move after 
last week's parliamentary ele- 
ctions would be a crack-down on 
what he described as Communist 
subversion. 

“ Either we go to bed with the 
Communist Party or we fight 
them,” Mr. Marcos told a news 
conference, his first with foreign 
correspondents in nearly a year. 

He said he was concerned by a 


Latest official figures give the 
KBL 90 of the 183 elected seats 
and opposition groups and ind- 
ependents 54. Results from 39 
seats are still awaited. 

The KBL campaign in met- 
ropolitan Manila, where the opp- 
osition won a clear majority, was 
run by the president’s wife Imelda. 

Mr. Marcos attributed the set- 
backs to “black propaganda” that 
had overwhelmed the legitimate 


recent wave of violence. But now P ress 'FJ Philippines. He did 
that parliamentary polls were over not elaborate. 

“we can attend to the subversives Opposition groups led by the 
and terrorists.” he said. “Let us United Nationalist Democratic 
see how they stand up to our reg- Organisation have accused the 
ular troops." KBL of cheating them out of- a 

“Our very democracy and our majority in the national assembly, 
republic are being challenged and Mr. Marcos said he would resist 
we must close our ranks to meet any attempt to weaken his law- 
this threat." he added. making powers that have been 

His ruling New Society Mov- attacked by the opposition as opp- 
ement (KBL) suffered une- ressive. He said they were not 
xpecied defeats in the May 14 ele- oppressive and were needed to' 
etton and Mr. Marcos said he was fight terrorism or deal with urgent 
disappointed by the results. matters. 


Kim, Chernenko concentrate on military co-operation 


By Mark Wood 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — North Korean lea- 
der Kim Il-Sung held a third and 
final round of talks with Soviet 
President Konstantin Chernenko 
Friday which appeared to have 
centred on military co-operation 
between the two states. 

The official news agency TASS 
said the two sides had placed 
“special emphasis on issues of str- 
engthening security in the Far 
East and the Pacific zone”. 

They considered this necessary 
“in the light of the intensified mil- 
itarist policy of the U.S. A. and its 
allies in that region and the gro- 
wing revanchisi tendencies in the 
policy of the ruling circles in 
Japan”, he added. 

Western diplomats said that the 
phrase “strengthening security" 
indicated that military co- 
operation had been discussed and 
could mean Moscow had agreed to 


help bolster North Korea's forces. 

Asian diplomats said one of Mr. 
Kim’s chief aims on his trip to 
Moscow was to persuade Soviet 
leaders to provide him with more 
modem military' equipment inc- 
luding war planes. 

Mr. Kim has held three days of 
talks in Muscow and was due to 
leave the Soviet capital by rail for 
Warsaw Friday. 

TASS said that during the talks 
bath sides had agreed . to str- 
engthen their economic links and 
step up contacts between their rul- 
ing Communist Parties. 

Official reports on Mr. Kim’s 
visit have stressed that both sides 
were in full agreement on what 
they call the threat from Japan and 
the United States in Asia. 

But Western diplomats said 
there were indications that there 
had been disagreements on other 
fundamental issues. TASS report 


said the third round of talks were 
held in a “warm and friendly atm- 
osphere”, a cooler formulation 
than that usually used for mee- 
tings between Mr. Chernenko and 
other Communist leaders. 

The diplomats said it was sig- 
nificant that Mr. Chernenko had 
failed to give outright end- 
orsement to Mr. Kim’s call for 
talks on Korean reunification to 
be limited to North and South 
Korea and the United States. 

They said this could mean MoSr 
cow had been pressing him to 
demand Soviet involvement as 
well. 

Western analysts said the two 
sides may have also disagreed over 
their attitudes towards China. 

North Korea has steered a neu- 
tral course between Moscow and 
Peking for the past two decades 


ing in a speech at a dinner in hon- 
our of Mr. Kim on Wednesday, 
but the North Korean leader avo- 
ided any mention of China in his 
reply. 

Diplomats said Mr. Kim was 
likely to have come under pre- 
ssure in Moscow to place greater 
reliance on the Soviet Union and 
may have been assured a sub- 
stantial increase in economic and 
military aid in return. 

They said Moscow appeared 
alarmed by what if perceived as a 
growing military challenge from 
China, -Japan and the U.S. in the 
Far East and was believed keen to 
pull Pyongyang into a closer all- 
iance to counter this. _ 

Same analysts said a pho- 
tograph featured on the front 
pages of all Soviet dailies Friday 


Millions affected by 
Bangladesh floods 

DHAKA (R) — At least ten mil- 
lion people have been affected by 
floods across wide areas of Ban- 
gladesh over the past three weeks, 
a government minister said Sat- 
urday. Minister for Food, Relief 
and Rehabilitation Abdul Gaffer 
M ah mood said the floods hit the 
country's northern belt and des- 
troyed nearly 1 00,000 tonnes of 
paddy. He said the floods and a 
drought last month had caused a 
shortfall by about 300.000 tonnes 
of the current year's foodgrain 
production target of 1 6. 1 million 
tonnes. 

Sweden registers 
Soviet nuclear 
explosion 

STOCKHOLM. Sweden (AP) — 
The seismological institute of 
Uppsala University recorded 
early Saturday a strong und- 
erground nuclear explosion in the 
semipalatinsk test site in northern 
Kazakhstan in the Soviet L-ninn. 
The blast occurred at 5.20 am. 
(03.20 GMT) and had a Richter 
magnitude of 6.8. said Mr. Rutger 
j Wahlstrom of the Uppsala Uni- 
versity. 70 kilometres north of 
Stockholm. He said the explosion 
was the fourth with a magnitude 
exceeding 6.5 on the Richter Scale 
recorded so far this year, the str- 
ongest blast having a magnitude of 
6.9. 

Police seize forged 
U.S. dollars 

NAPLES. Italy (AP) — Police 
seized S260 million in counterfeit 
U.S. currency during a raid on 
underworld hideouts near this 
port city on Saturday, the Italian 
ne^s agency Ansa "reported. It 
said the forged currency, all in 1 00 
dollars bills, was discovered in an 
apartment in Castellammare Di 
Stabia. just south of Naples. Two 
men. presumed to be members of 
the Camorra crime gang, were 
arrested and charged with cou- 
nterfeiting foreign currency, it 
said. 

Kremlin official 
flies to Algeria 

MOSCOW (R) — A Soviet del- 
egation headed by Mr. Eduard 
Shevardnadze, a candidate mem- 
ber of the ruling poiitburo. left for 
Algiers Saturdau to attend a con- 
gress of the Afro-Asian people's 
solidarity organisation. The 
Sovier-backed grouping links East 
European and left-wing Third 
World governments and discusses 
aid and cooperation programmes. 
Mr. Shevardnadze is the local 
party chief in the Soviet Republic 
of Georgia. 

‘Sharing housework 
makes happier 
marriages 9 - 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ame- 
rican husbands and wives seem 
happiest if both have full-time 
jobs and they equally share hou- 
sework and child care, a study 
shows. Depression is most com- 
mon. on the other hand, when the 
wife has to work to help pay the 
bills, but she and her husband wish 
she could stay home and she still 
does all the housework. The man 
in these relationships is even more 
likely to be depressed than his 
wife, the study indicates. “In ada- 
pting to the wife's employment, 
the central problem for husbands 
seems to be one of self-esteem — 
of getting over embarrassment, 
guilt or apprehension associated 
with the wife's employment. For 
wives, the central problem is get- 
ting the husbands to share the 
housework,” said Mr. John Mir- 
owsky. one of the authors. 


isfaction and had irritated his 

The photograph, showing both Marijuana smoke 
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which clearly revealed a large 
tumurous growth on Mr. Kim’s LOS ANGELES (AF 
neck. who smnlr* 


but there have been recent signs of could be a small, but significant 
a slight tilt towards China. indication that Mr. Kira had not 

Mr. Chernenko criticised Pek- responded to Moscow’s sat- 


Mr. Kim always insists on beign 
photographed form an angle 
which does not show the growth oi 
else photographs which could rev- 
eal it are touched up. 

Leadership pictures which app- ! 
ear In Soviet newspapers are fre- i 
quently altered by artists before 
publication, and the diplomats 
said it was strange that they had 
not covered over a deformity 
which Mr. Kira was known to be 
sensitive about. 

“It's a small point, but it could 
be an important sign that Moscow 
is not entirely happy with him,” 
one commented. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) _ People 
who smoke two or more mar- 
ijuana cigarettes a day for five 
years suffer “significant abn- 
ormalities” in their tangs, inc- 
luding some associated with tang 
cancer, a researcher says. "There 
is evidence that heavy marijuana 
smoking is damaging the airways 
m a way we do not anticipate tob- 
acco smoking would,” said Dr. 
Donald P. Tashkin, a professor of 
medicme at the University of Cal- 
™5Jf , at . Los Angeles. “We 
“t"* young people not to 
"P*** kAit of smoking mar- 

l EE* ^* Dr - T ai h krasaMFrS^. 
*** frequent users should 

fntake qU,t ° r sharply reduce their 
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